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FOREWORD 


To  write  a  travelogue  is  not  an  easy  exer¬ 
cise.  It  needs  keen  observation  of  matters  seen 
during  one's  travel.  Then  you  need  time  to  write 
them  down  either  during  the  travel  or  soon  a 
after  before  one  forgets  such  interesting  facts. 
I  have  travelled  in  many  countries  but  could  not 
write  a  travelogue  yet. 

Mar  Aprem  Metropolitan  has  exhibited  his 
talents  as  a  writer.  This  is  his  29th  book.  He  has 
written  on  a  wide  variety  of  topics  on  Church, 
history,  biographies,  autobiography,  music, 
humour  etc.  His  travelogues  America  Revisited 
and  From  Bagdad  to  Chicago  have  already  attra¬ 
cted  a  lot  of  readers  in  India  and  abroad. 

In  his  mother  tongue  Malayalam  he  wrote  a 
travelogue  in  Deeoika  Sunday  supplement  circul¬ 
ated  widely.  That  travelogue  appeared  in  a  book 
fo:'m  with  a  foreword  by  the  late  Cardinal  Joseph 
Parecattil.  His  travelogue  From  Bagdad  to  Chicago 
(1984)  has  a  foreword  by  Dr.  K.  Gopalan,  the 
then  Vice  Chancellor,  Cochin  University. 

\ 

Australian  Assyrians  is  an  interesting  tra¬ 
velogue  of  the  journey  undertaken  by  the  author 
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to  Sydney,  Melbourne  etc  in  August,  1937.  Not 
only  the  activities  of  the  Assyrian  people  in 
Australia  who  invited  Mar  Aprem  Metropolitan, 
but  also  that  of  his  Indian  Community  are 
recorded  in  this  book  He  mentions  about  the 
Malayalam  service  he  conducted  in  Sydney  and 
the  40th  anniversary  of  the  Indian  Independence 
which  he  attended  as  an  honoured  guest  in 
Melbourne. 

His  keen  sense  of  observation  is  amazing. 
The  friendships  which  he  makes  during  brief 
visits  are  praise  worthy.  His  description  of  his 
friendship  with  Professor  Ebied  of  the  Sydney 
University  etc  is  an  example. 

He  is  not  a  mere  tourist.  His  concern  as  a 
Christian  leader  of  his  Church  is  highly  commen¬ 
dable.  Bui  at  the  same  time  a  reading  of  his  book 
will  be  beneficial  not  only  for  Christians  but  also 
to  any  human  being. 

I  am  preparing  to  go  for  a  visit  of  our  Church 
members  In  Sydney,  Melbourne,  Brisbane,  Perth 
etc  for  the  next  Easter  (March-April).  The  reading 
of  this  book  has  helped  me  considerably  in  gaining 
useful  information  about  Australia  and  its 
Churches. 
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His  sense  of  humour  is  lurking  behind  each 
chapter  in  this  travelogue.  The  author  does  not 
claim  his  work  a  literary  masterpiece.  But  it  is 
simply  superb  that  he  is  able  to  churn  out  books 
after  books  in  midst  of  his  too  busy  schedule  as 
a  preacher  and  Church  administrator  and  ecu- 
mencia!  Churchman.  Afrer  his  return  from  Aust¬ 
ralia  and  within  four  months  he  comes  up  with 
this  delightful  travelogue. 

Personally  I  have  known  Dr.  Mar  Aprem 
Metropolitan  for  more  than  21  years.  It  was  my 
privilege  to  receive  him  at  the  Kennedy  Inter¬ 
national  Air  Port  in  Sept.,  1966  when  he, 
(Fr.  George  Mooken)  came  to  study  in  the  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  New  York. 

V*  Q 

There  is  a  feeling  among  some  people  that 
travelogue  should  be  descriptions  of  wine  and 
night  clubs.  The  travelogues  of  Mar  Aprem 
Metropolitan  have  defied  that  description  and 
faithfully  detailed  many  useful  informations. 
He  is  setting  a  new  trend  in  making 
travelogue  descent,  without  compromising 
on  detailed  information  to  tourists  and  other 
tourists. 

I  feel  better  informed  about  Australia  and 
the  people  there  after  reading  this  book  before 
I  embark  on  my  journey  to  Australia.  The  size 
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of  this  book  makes  it  a  travelling  companion  t«, 
travellers  by  train,  plane  etc. 

It  is  my  wish  and  prayer  many  more  books 

« 

of  good  quality  flow  from  his  pen  and  his  inter¬ 
national  circle  of  readers  increase  more  and 
more  rapidly. 


Trivandrum  Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  Joseph  Mar  Irenaeus 
1st  Jan.  1988  Vice  Chairman,  National  Council 

of  Churches  in  India. 


*2 


INTRODUCTION 


The  book  Australian  Assyrians  is  a  travelogue. 
The  emphasis  is  not  on  travel  but  on  the  Churches 
or  Christians  I  had  met  during  the  brief  tour  of 
Australia  for  about  19  days  in  August  1987.  The 
emphasis  is  on  Assyrian  Christians  settling  down 
in  Australia  in  recent  years. 

While  struggling  to  complete  this  travelogue 
on  Australia  the  Sunday  edition  of  Express 
f Aagazine  dated  25  October  1987  came  to  my 
hands.  In  an  article  entitled  " Traveller's  Tales 
A  foreign  tourist's  litany  of  woe"  in  that  news¬ 
paper,  the  following  paragraph  caught  my  special 

attention,  as  it  is  about  the  travel  experience  in 
India. 

India  is  a  total  experience,  an  assault  on  all 
the  senses,  a  place  you  will  never  forget', 
concludes  India  -  A  Travel  Survival  Kit.  This 
book  is  published  by  Australia's  Lonely  Planet 
Publications  and  considered  the  bible  in 
India  by  many  foreign  travellers." 

If  Australia's  publication  is  considered  a 
bible  on  India  by  many  foreign  travellers,  this 
travelogue  written  by  an  Indian  could  be  con¬ 
sidered  the  latest  account  of  the  Assyrians  in 
Australia  and  the  state  of  affairs  of  the  Church- 
As  I  am  Church  historian  by  training  and  academic 
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qualification,  my  traveller's  observations  often 
include  a  lot  of  ecclesiatica!  historical  truths. 

The  above  article  in  the  Express  Magazine , 
which  was  incidentally  originally  published  in 
The  Wail  Street  Journal,  states  that  while  Hong- 
and  Singapore  each  routinely  register  three 
million  visitors  yearly,  India  s  tourist  arrivals 
topped  one  million  for  the  first  time  only  last  year. 
For  the  year  that  ended  on  31  March  1987  our 
tourism  related  earnings  exceeded  17.8  billion 
rupees,  a  22  per  cent  increase  over  the  previous 
year.  India  in  recent  years  has  started  advertising 

in  the  TV  overseas  to  attract  foreign  tourists 
to  India, 

In  October  1961  when  I  sailed  from  Bombay 
to  Italy  and  went  by  train  from  Genova  to  London 
there  was  a  desire  in  my  21  year  old  mind  to 
write  down  my  experience.  Thus  Deacon's  Diary 
was  published  in  the  Voice  of  the  East  magazine 
of  our  Church  in  English.  Separate  articles  were 
written  in  Malayalam  magazine  also.  It  continued 
every  month  until  I  returned  to  India  the  follow¬ 
ing  year  after  my  theological  studies  in  England. 
I  came  via  Geneva,  Rome,  Jerusalem,  Bagdad 
etc. 

The  encouragement  I  received  from  the 
readers  at  that  time  made  me  to  launch  into 
compiling  a  book  of  already  published  articles  on 
travel.  On  the  contrary  the  feeling  that  I  am  not  be 
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an  author  made  me  to  drop  the  idea  then.  Later 
it  was  incorporated  in  my  autobiography  Strange 
but  True,  almost  two  decades  later. 

In  1977  when  I  visited  America,  Canada, 
England,  Iraq  etc  my  book  America  Revisited  was 
written.  Although  I  made  trips  abroad  in  1980 
and  1983  I  could  not  sit  down  and  write  tra¬ 
velogues.  Later  :n  1984  when  I  visited  England, 
Sweden,  Holland,  Iraq  and  the  U.  S.  A.,  my 
attempt  to  write  From  Bagdad  to  Chicago  reached 
its  goal.  In  1985  I  wrote  a  Malayaiam  travelogue 
on  my  visiting  Jerusalem,  Italy  etc. 

In  1987  it  was  after  two  years  that  I  was 
making  a  travel  abroad.  Preparations  were  made 
to  write  the  travelogue  from  the  very  start.  From 
Madras  on  the  day  of  my  departure  I  started 
writing.  But  it  did  not  proceed  as  planned.  It 
took  seven  months  after  returning  to  India  to 
complete  this  little  book.  Although  I  am  known 
for  my  speed  to  write  books  especially  tra¬ 
velogues,  I  plead  guilty  that  my  attention  was 
diverted. 

During  my  journey  contrary  to  my  determin¬ 
ation  I  slept  late  finding  comfort  under  the  blanket. 
My  only  excuse  for  such  a  lazy  behaviour  is  that 
I  did  not  want  to  disturb  the  sleep  of  my  hosts, 
as  everybody  sleeps  late  in  Australia  in  the  winter. 

That  is  another  story  in  itself.  My  Church 
people  in  Australia  wrote  to  me  enquiring  which 
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ill  be  the  convenient  month  for  me  to  visit 
em  Being  ignorant  of  the  weather  of  Austratia 
vrote  to  them  I  would  be  free  in  August.  Being 
e3sonably  well  travelled  man  and  having  been 
ucated  in  England  and  America  ,1  was  under 
e  false  notion  that  July  and  August  will  be 
mmer  abroad  and  will  be  pleasant  weather  for 
dians.  After  I  had  fixed  the  dates  I  knew  that 
9  weather  in  Australia  in  July  is  somewhere 
ar  zero  degree  Celsius.  I  prayed  that  it  would 
iprove  by  August.  Still  it  was  9  degree  Celsius 
i  most  of  the  mornings  I  spent  there.  December 
d  January  will  be  summer  in  Australia, 
ibelievable,  You  mean  the  weather?  No,  my 
aorance  of  the  Australian  weather! 

I  am  grateful  to  the  Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  Joseph 
ar  Irenaeus,  Bishop  of  the  Mar  Thoma  Syrian 
lurch  in  Trivandrum-Quilon  &  Persian  Gulf 
oceses,  who  has  written  a  fitting  foreword  to 
is  book.  We  work  together  in  many  ecumenical 
rums  such  as  National  Council  of  Churches  in 
dia,  Church's  Auxiliary  for  Social  Action  etc. 


etropolitan  Palace 
?ICH UR  680  001. 
?rala,  India 
!  March  1988 
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CHAPTER  1 


PREPARATIONS  FOR  A  JOURNEY 

# 

I 

The  Officer  at  the  Immigration  enquired  abou 
my  Church  whether  it  is  Catholic  or  not.  H< 
showed  much  respect  for  my  Church  whether  i 
is  Catholic  or  not.  He  showed  much  respect  fo 
my  cassock  and  cross,  and  consequently  hi 
forgot  to  put  the  official  seal  of  the  immigralior 
on  my  boarding  card  and  wished  all  the  best  fo 
my  journey.  But  as  I  was  passing  through  th< 
next  barrier  which  is  the  Customs,  the  Office 
noticed  that  my  boarding  card  did  not*  have  th( 
red  round  seal  of  the  Immigration.  Although  nr 
passport  has  a  seal  stating  that  the  immigratior 
clearance  is  not  required,  the  Customs  Office 
looked  surprised  how  I  managed  to  walk  througf 
the  Immigration  counter  without  the  red  rourn 
seal  stamped  on  it.  He  advised  me  to  get  bad 
to  the  immigration  counter  and  get  the  seal.  Th< 
Officer  sitting  there  was  only  happy  to  oblige 
it  will  be  interpreted  as  a  failure  on  his  part,  i 
detected  by  some  senior  Officers. 

The  third  barrier  was  the  Customs.  My  twc 
baggages  which  were  checked  in  had  gone  witf 
the  checked-in  baggages  of  all  passengers.  M' 
baggage  was  only  less  than  ten  Kilograms.  M' 
two  sets  of  clothes,  with  the  black  gown  and  th< 
three  tier  headgear  type  hat,  along  with  the  vest 
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tents  and  the  Cross,  was  less  than  10  Kgs.  It  is 
nbelievable.  But  I  carried  a  bundle  of  almost 
II  the  27  books  written  by  me.  That  weighed 
early  14  Kgs.  My  total  baggage  was  23J  Kgs. 
nly  on  my  way  to  the  airport  did  I  realise  that  a 
assenger  Is  entitled  to  carry  32  Kgs.  When  I  tele- 
honed  to  the  travel  Agent  to  make  sure  whether 
i  International  flights  m /  baggage  allowance  was 
0  Kgs.  instead  of  20  Kgs,  he  replied  that  there 
>  no  difference  in  the  baggage  allowance  between 
omestic  and  international  flights.  I  could  have  carr- 
*d  5  volumes  of  Hudra,  the  Syriac  prayer  book 
sed  for  the  prayers  for  the  whole  year  in  3  vol- 
mes:  5  volumes  weight  about  8  Kgs.  If  I  post  3 
olumes  of  Hudra  by  airmail  it  costs  about  Rs.  500. 
o  with  5  volumes  I  could  have  saved  about 

s.  800  and  the  trouble  of  packing  and  forwarding- 

% 

I  realised  that  even  if  I  have  to  carry  one  bundle 
f  22Kgs.  extra  I  have  to  pay  for  one  additiona1 
xcess  baggage  charge  which  is  S  103  between 
iombay  and  New  York  i.  e.  Rs.  1300,  It  is  the  same 
harge  we  pay  the  Post  Office  to  send  2  sets 
'j  volumes )  of  Hudra.  Hence  I  realised  that  carrying 
with  me  as  additional  baggage  will  cost  only 
alf  the  cost  of  postage,  lean  carry  4  sets;of 
udra  for  $  103  instead  of  sending  2  sets  of  Hudra 
y  past.  Moreover  2  sets  of  Hudra  will  have  to  be 
acked  into  six  separate  packets  of  1  h  Kg.  each,  as 
irmail  Book  post  packets  are  not  to  exceed  2  Kg; 
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If  the  additional  baggage  I  carry  is  double 
the  weight  of  the  normal  22  Kgs.  the  charge  will 
be  triple  the  normal  charge  of  $  103.  Hence  the 
saving  of  postage  will  be  less,  if  I  carry  8  sets  of 
Hudra.  Personally  I  prefer  to  travel  light  as 
porters  are  not  available  at  the  airport.  With  the 
responsibilities  of  carrying  the  travel  documents, 
it  is  not  pleasant  to  carry  baggages  and  bundles 
But  when  I  think  of  the  thousands  of  rupees 
spenf  for  airmail  postage  for  magazines  or  prayer 
books  or  Syriac  Calendars,  I  feel  that  it  is  an 
exorbitant  amount.  Moreover  as  I  carry  only  10 
or  12Kg.  for  my  personal  baggage,  I  began  to 
feel  that  I  could  perhaps  help  the  Church  toreduce 
the  airmail  postage  expenses  by  making  use  of 
the  full  baggage  allowance  carrying  a  bundle  of 
about  20Kgs. 

The  third  and  the  last  barrier  before  boarding 
the  aircraft  is  the  security  check.  I  put  my  book 
Behold  *the  Cross  of  Calvary  in  103  languages 
in  my  personal  hand  bag.  As  soon  as  the  security 
officer  opened  my  bag.  to  search  for  guns  or 

bombs,  his  attention  was  arrested  by  the  cover 
page  photo  of  that  book  with  the  picture  of  mysell 

i 

playing  sitbr,  a  rare  sight  about  a  bishop.  As 
my  name  was  written  on  the  same  cover,  he 
guessed  that  he  would  not  find  any  guns  or 
bombs  in  my  bag,  and  he  said  okay"  to  me. 


CHAPTER  2 


MELBOURNE 

By  10  P.  M.  on  5  August  Singapore  Airlines 
light  took  off  from  Changi  Airport  in  Singapore. 
Early  morning  next  day  we  touched  down  at  Bris- 
>ane  in  Australia.  It  was  quite  cold  there.  Yet 
we  were  asked  to  get  off  the  aircraft  and  wait  in 
he  airport  for  about  an  hour.  The  temperature 
was  9  degree  Celsius.  We  hoped  for  a  better  and 
warmer  weather  in  Melbourne. 

At  about  10  a.  m.  on  6  August  I  reached 
\/lelbourne.  After  customs  and  immigration  clea- 
ance  I  reached  the  area  where  several  Assyrians 
were  waiting  for  me  along  with  Fr.  Kiwarkis  Thoma 
>ur  local  priest,  Mr.  John  Khouri,  the  President  o\ 
he  committee,  Mr.  Michael  Eyar,  the  secretary  o i 
he  committee  and  many  others. 

Women  and  children  also  were  there  to 
eceive  me.  Being  a  Thursday  morning  it  was  a 
working  day  for  all  the  members.  I  suppose  the 
children  must  have  lound  my  coming  as  an  excuse 
o  cut  their  classes,  A  lady  came  with  four  children 
ind  said  "Q^sha  children"  which  means  the 
Hiest's  children.  Then  l  guessed  that  the  lady 
Dehind  these  children  must  be  the  wife  of  the 

Driest.  Later  I  was  impressed  by  the  way  she  has 
*3 
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learned  the  language,  she  function  as  a  real  siste 
to  many  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  Assyrian  con 
gregation  in  Melbourne.  She  has  been  in  Australi; 
for  two  years  only  and  goes  to  school  to  learr 
English  along  with  her  husband,  Fr.  Thoma.  The 
four  children  go  to  a  regular  school,  like  all  othei 
Australian  children  and  are  picking  up  the  English 
language  faster  than  their  parents. 

We  went  to  the  nearby  hotel  where  the 
Patriarch  Mar  Adhai  II  had  arrived  from  Bagdar 
early  morning.  We  were  together  escorted  to  the 
house  of  Mr.  John  Khoury,  President  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee.  Many  Assyrians  began  to  arrive  to  meei 
us  and  I  had  the  language  problem.  Most  of  thenr 
spoke  in  Assyrian  as  the  Patriarch  Mar  Adhai  I 
spoke  that  language.  I  remained  a  dumb  on¬ 
looker.  1  understood  few  Assyrian  words.  Rarely 
did  they  use  English  words  in  their  conversations. 

On  Friday,  7  August  we  had  a  specia 
reception,  a  public  function.  Several  Church 
leaders  like  the  Rev.  Gorfme  from  the  Unitinc 
Church,  Fr.  Dr.  P.  K.  Zacharia  from  the  Indiar 
Orthodox  Syrian  Church  and  Mr  George 
Stavrapolos  from  the  Immigration  Department  oi 
Melbourne  were  present  thereto  offer  felicitation 
The  Patriarch  Mar  Adhai  II  released  my  27th  book 
Mar  Abdisho  J hondanat :  a  biography,  about  one 

of  my  Indian  predecessors  consecrated  in  Kurdistan 

in  1862. 
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On  9  August  Patriarch  Mar  Adhai  conducted 
Qurbana  in  the  St  Andrews  Church  and  I  assisted* 
After  Qurbana  there  was  a  big  breakfast  reception 
in  the  Church  Hall. 

The  Arabic  newspaper  Al  Watan  seems  to  be 
a  well  circulated  daily.  Instead  of  boasting  of  the 

number  of  copies  of  the  newspaper  it  claims 
"serving  250,000  Australian  Arabs."  That  infer 
rrntion  helps  the  readers  to  know  that  there  are  a 
quarter  million  Arabs  in  Australia.  As  a  writer 

I  could  not  quench  my  curiosity  about  the  circu¬ 
lation  of  the  publication.  How  many  copies  are 

printed  ?  On  my  books  the  publisher  states,  the 
number  of  copies  is  1,000  only.  A  new  idea  was 

coming  into  my  mind  to  make  a  claim  that  this 
book  is  accessible  to  a  quarter  of  a  million 

readers  !  Because  in  some  good  libraries  thousands 
of  readers  go.  Some  glance  through  a  book  and 
in  a  number  of  years  perhaps  a  quarter  million 
people  may  see  this  book 

I  was  happy  that  my  photo  appears  in  Al 
Watan  serving  a  quarter  million  Australian  Arabs. 
I  could  not  read  the  details  written  in  Arabic 
language  in  Arabic  script  It  is  doubtful  whether 
young  Arabs  born  in  Australia  are  able  to  read  the 
Arabic  script,  although  they  can  understand  what 
their  parents  speak  in  their  mother  tongue,  Arabic. 
This  is  true  of  my  own  nephews  and  nieces  grow- 
ing  up  in  England  and  in  America.  It  should  have 
been  better  if  all  languages  had  the  same  script. 
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AN  NAHAR  is  another  Arabic  newspaper  in 
Australia.  1  do  not  know  how  many  Arabic 
newpapers  are  there.  It  is  true  of  other  ethnic 
communities.  They  prefer  their  own  language 
newspapers.  Indians  are  smaller  in  number  than 
Arabs.  Moreover  as  Indians  belong  to  many 
linguistic  areas,  they  do  not  yet  have  a  single 
Indian  language  paper.  Hence  they  manage  with 
English  newspapers. 

The  Assyrians  are  also  small  in  numbers. 
With  an  estimated  community  of  15  thousand  they 
cannot  afford  to  have  an  Assyrian  newspaper  of 
their  own.  Moreover  they  know  Arabic  as  they 
come  from  Iraq,  Syria,  Iran  and  Lebanon. 

The  Assyrian  Radio  programme  is  a  con¬ 
solation  to  the  old  Assyrian  people.  They  can 
hear  news  in  their  own  Assyrian  language  On 
Mondays  from  3  to  3  30  p.  m  is  the  Radio 
( P/esqala )  programme.  In  addition  to  the  inter¬ 
views  with  various  personalities  they  give  some 
world  news  of  what  happened  during  that  week. 
In  Melbourne  the  Assyrian  Radio  Presqafa  Athoraya 
broadcasts  news  only  once  in  a  week.  In  Sydney 
it  is  twice  a  week  because  there  are  more  Assyrians 
in  Sydney  than  in  Melbourne. 

The  Assyrian  radio  programmes  are  sponsored 
by  the  government.  The  co-ordinators  of  this 
ethnic  radio  programme  are  appointed  by  the 
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jovernmment.  Since  it  is  only  for  a  short  duration, 
t  is  not  a  full  time  job.  The  coordinators  are 
)aid  an  honorarium  by  the  government.  During 
ny  visit  to  Ethnic  Radio  station  I  realised  that  the 
:o-ordinators  put  in  hard  work  to  make  the  weekly 
lalf  an  hour  programme  interesting  and  informa 
ive.  They  put  the  proper  music  from  the  discs 
;ung  by  Assyrian  singers  in  Sweden  or  America, 
‘hey  collect  relevant  news  items  on  both  Iran  and 
raq  as  many  of  the  Assyrian  listeners  in  Australia 
lo  have  their  relatives  back  home  in  Iraq,  Iran, 
Syria  or  Lebanon. 

The  young  lady  co-ordinator  named  Valentine 
md  Deacon  Sargon  Haddad  conducted  my  inter¬ 
view  very  efficiently.  First  we  thought  we  would 
>re-record  it  in  a  room  in  the  Studio  and  edit  it 
>efore  it  is  copied  to  the  ''live  tape.  "Live" 
nterview  does  not  mean  Monday  afternoon  at  the 
ime  of  actual  broadcast  It  is  recorded  in  the 
Studio  the  previous  evening.  Although  we  planned 
o  pre-record  it  and  omit  unnecessary  remarks  or 
vrong  answers  because  my  knowledge  of  spoken 
Assyrian  is  quite  limited,  the  recording  machine 
vas  not  working  properly. 

Our  time  was  running  short,  so  we  decided 
o  dare  go  to  the  Recording  room  and  have  it 
ecorded  "live."  We  managed  it  satisfactorily. 
Because  both  the  co-ordinaters  supplemented 
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each  other  in  putting  the  questions  in  both  Assyriar 
and  English.  f\Ay  replies  also  were  in  broker 
Assyrian  and  English.  Hope  the  listeners  under¬ 
stood  what  \  answered  because  towards  the  end  o 
the  interview,  realising  that  the  time  was  runninc 
short,  !  relaxed  into  my  usual  over-speed.  Although 
S  was  cautious  to  be  slow  in  the  beginning  of  the 
interview. 

S  had  the  fear  whether  my  experience  o 
Vatican  rad*o  in  May  1985  would  repeat  hete.  Fo 
an  interview  of  ten  minutes  Mr.  Koshy  Parepat 
the  interviewer  at  the  Malayalam  programme  a 
the  Vatican  Radio,  suggested  me  not  to  read  the 
answers  which  I  had  written  down  and  just  "tc 
talk"  to  be  natural.  When  we  talked  we  die 
double  the  talking.  After  the  interview  was  ove 
he  said  "Okay,  it  does  not  matter.  1  do  not  wan 
to  reduce  the  recorded  interview  into  half  the  size 
Instead  I  will  put  the  first  half  on  one  day  and  th* 
remaining  portion  the  following  day."  The 
frequency  of  Malayalam  programme  on  Vaticar 
Radio  was  weekly  once.  But  in  May  1985  the^ 
had  made  it  daily. 

The  co-ordinators  wanted  to  interview  me 
again  after  that  broadcast  which  was  on  17  Aug 
But  I  was  to  leave  Melbourne  that  week.  There 
fore  l  could  not  go  over  to  the  Ethnic  Radic 
Station.  But,  sitting  in  the  room  the  co-ordinatoi 
can  dial  anywhere  in  the  world  and  get  replies 
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lirectly  recorded  from  the  special  phone  to  the 
ape.  So  they  warned  me  that  I  should  not  be 
urprised  if  I  received  telephone  call  from 
/lelbourne  and  I  hear  Yalc/a  Breekha  (Blessed 
^histmas)  from  Presqala  Athoraya  in  a  familiar 
emale  voice  for  the  next  Christmas* 

We  saw  a  Sardarji  with  a  grey  beard  and  his 
urban  entering  the  Ethnic  Radio  station  when  we 
vere  going  in.  Yes.  his  mother  tongue  Punjabi 
las  a  time  for  broadcating  a  programme.  Tamil, 
lindi  and  such  Indian  language  have  programmes 
m  that  Radio.  My  mother  tongue  Malayalam  is 
tot  there,  owing  to  the  smallness  of  the  size  of  the 
/lalayaiee  speaking  population  in  Melbourne. 

Italian,  Polish,  Arabic  etc.  are  broadcast  from 
he  Ethnic  Radio  station  But  one  language  was 
nissing  i.  e.  English.  I  enquired  why  there  is  no 
'nglish  programme  broadcast  from  that  Radio 
tation.  They  said  that  this  Radio  station  is  called 
Ithnic  Radio.  English  is  not  included  in  this 
thnic.  They  have  a  separate  Radio  Station. 

The  Uniting  Church  in  Australia  is  a  union  of 
>resby*erian,  Methodist  and  Congregational  Chur* 
:hes.  When  this  union  took  place  in  1977  some 
Churches  in  the  same  neighbourhood  became  a 
uxury  or  a  liability  to  be  maintained.  In  a  place 
:al led  Pascoe  Vale  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Melbourne  there  are  two  Churches.  One  is 
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St.  Andrews  Church  where  we  worship  now  on  < 
rented  basis.  The  other  is  at  Balmoral  Ave  a 
Munro  St.  and  Kent  Rd.  where  we  worshipper 
last  year.  Since  both  Churches  are  near  to  eacf 
other  after  union  they  are  not  able  to  decide  whict 
one  they  should  retain  and  which  one  they  shoulc 
dispose  of.  They  cannot  indefinitely  continue  ir 
indecision.  We  were  told,  they  would  soon  decide 

which  one  they  would  keep.  The  other  one  is  foi 
sale. 

If  Pascoe  Vale  Parish  decides  to  keep  the 
Balmoral  Ave  Church,  St.  Andrews  which  we  use 
now.  will  be  for  sale.  Although  the  engineer  has 
not  fixed  his  value  estimate  of  these  two  Churches 
S  was  told  that  St.  Andrews  may  cost  three  hundrec 
thousand  dollars  while  the  Balmoral  Church  ma\ 
cost  only  two  hundred  thousand.  Then  perhaps 
we  should  negotiate  for  the  cheaper  one  !  opined 
'"No.  we  prefer  the  St.  Andrews"  because  it  has 
a  car  park  between  the  Church  hall  and  the  main 
Church.  When  you  need  fecilities  it  costs  more 
always. 

We  began  to  think  on  practical  terms  how  we 
can  purchase  this  Church.  Some  of  our  members 
had  earlier  contributed  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Assyrian  Church  in  Melbourne  where  Qasha 
Haroun  was  serving  as  priest  for  the  Dec.  25th 
group.  But  those  who  observed  the  unchanged 
Julian  calendar  decided  to  quit  that  congregation 
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md  began  to  worship  separately  according  to  the 
custom  of  their  fore  fathers,  as  they  are  observed 
n  Iraq,  Syria  etc.  from  where  they  came.  They 
celebrated  Christmas  on  January  7th  etc.  This 
lead  to  court  cases  If  the  members  who  contribut¬ 
ed  for  the  purchase  of  property  get  their  share 
back,  they  could  contribute  that  amount  towards 
the  purchase  of  this  Church. 

Our  Church  members  aged  18  and  above, 
whether  male  or  female,  pay  4  Australian  dollars 
a  month.  It  is  about  35  rupees  in  India.  But 
considering  the  purchasing  power  and  income  of 
the  persons  l  could  guess  it  is  about  Rs.  10.  In 
India  we  have  several  members  who  pay  Rs.  10 
(Some  rich  people  give  Rs.  20  or  25)  per  month. 
But  in  India  only  one  member  from  a  family  pays 
the  monthly  subscriptions,  even  if  all  the  three 
sons  of  the  father  staying  with  him  are  earning 
members.  Here  in  Australia  every  grown  up 
member  has  to  pay.  Ofcourse  such  an  arrange¬ 
ment  is  necessary  if  Church  needs  a  bigger  income. 
Even  women  are  given  memberships  there  because 
such  a  democracy  is  necessary  in  order  to  get  the 
needed  funds  for  the  Church  !  Although  in  the 
matter  of  paying  to  the  Church,  women  are  treated 

equal  to  men,  the  question  of  ordaining  women 
is  a  different  issue. 

If  160  members  of  the  Melbourne  parish  paid 
their  subscriptions  it  would  come  to  640  a  month 
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or  7680  per  year.  With  the  offertory  on  regular 
Sunday  services  and  special  service  collections, 
we  might  have  a  total  of  13.000.  With  some 
additional  donations  of  about  2000,  we  thought 
we  could  raise  a  total  of  A  $  15.000.  This  means 
if  we  pay  15,000  dollars  annually  for  the  next  20 
years  we  will  be  able  to  pay  for  a  Church  costing 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Instead  of  borrow¬ 
ing  huge  amounts  and  paying  bank  interest  at 
18%  or  so  we  decided  to  approach  the  authorities 
of  the  Synod  of  Victoria  state  of  the  Uniting 
Church. 

Rev.  Dr.  William  J.  Gorfine  and  Rev.  C  Walter 
Johnson  are  the  two  pastors  of  the  Pascoe  Valle 
parish.  Through  them  we  fixed  up  an  appointment 
with  the  Synod  authorities.  Because  of  the  car 
parking  problem,  we  got  to  the  Synod  head¬ 
quarters  early.  When  we  reached  the  headquarters 
building  we  saw  our  meeting  has  been  announced 
on  the  notice  board.  We  went  to  the  first  floor  and 
we  are  ushered  into  the  conference  room.  It  has 
been  written  "no  smoking."  I  was  happy  to  see 
the  "no  smoking"  sign.  But  my  two  companions 
found  that  sign  uncomfortable.  Anyhow  we  have 
to  observe  the  instructions. 

It  was  the  meeting  between  our  Church  and 
the  highest  officials  of  the  Uniting  Church  of 
Australia  in  the  State  of  Victoria.  The  Moderator 
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)f  the  Synod  is  equivalent  to  our  bishop  or  Metro¬ 
politan.  But  there  is  a  difference.  He  is  elected 
or  one  year.  The  term  of  the  Moderator  was 
jbout  to  expire.  Fortunately  the  Moderator-elect 
jlso  was  there  and  so  we  were  confident  that  our 
meeting  will  produce  lasting  friendship  for  a  longer- 
period  with  desirable  results. 

For  the  sake  of  the  record  for  the  future,  the 
names  and  designation  of  the  officers  of  the 
Church  who  participated  in  this  important  high 
level  talk  are  given  below.  As  a  Church  historian, 

I  am  interested  to  preserve  such  historical  records 
for  posterity.  The  next  generations  in  Assyrian 
Church  parish  in  Melbourne  would  know  it. 

U.  C.  A.  REPRESENTATIVES 

Moderator  of  Synod  of  Victoria  : 

Rev.  J.  Allan  Thompson. 

General  Secretary,  Synod  of  Victoria: 

Rev.  Graham  McAnalley. 

Moderator  Elect  and  Executive-Secretary.  Division 
of  Fieid  Services: 

Rev.  Hamish  Christie  Johnson. 

Past  Moderator  and  Executive  Secretary,  Resources 
Commission  :  Mr.  Alex  Kilgour. 

Parish  Ministers,  Pascoe  Vale:  Rev.  Dr  Bill  Gorfine: 

Rev.  C.  Walter  Johnson. 
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Exectuive  Secretary,  Division  of  Ecumenical 
Mission:  Rev.  Malcolm  Campbell 

Apologies  from 

Rev.  Rex  Fisher  (Brunswick  Parish) 

Rev.  Dr.  David  Cox,  Professor  of  Latoobe 

University. 

The  Moderator  asked  Rev.  Dr.  Gorfine  about 
the  nature  of  this  meeting.  Is  it  just  a  courtesy 
call  or  a  business  meeting.  It  was  both.  Asa 
Church  historian  I  had  to  answer  all  the  questions 
regarding  the  Mother  of  God,  Council  of  Ephesus 
of  431  A.  D.,  Nestorian  Missions  in  China,  and 
coming  to  the  20th  century  the  observance  of 
Christmas  on  January  7th,  the  split  of  the  Church 
of  the  East  into  two  groups  of  25th  and  7th  ,  the 
membership  in  National  Council  of  Churches, 
World  Council  of  Churches,  etc.  Within  the  limited 
time  all  these  questions  were  answered  and  the 
'  business4'  part  of  the  session  commenced. 

The  question  of  the  purchase  of  the  Church 
was  discussed.  Dr.  Gorfine  and  Pastor  Waii 
Johnson  sounded  very  supportive  of  the  genuine 
request  of  these  Assyrian  immigrants  who  were 
just  trying  to  get  settled.  Mr.  Alex  Kilgour,  who  is 
a  Past  Moderator  and  now  executive  secretary  of 
the  Resources  Commission,  explained  the  rules. 
First  about  the  fixing  of  price.  They  can  charge 
the  maximum  estimate  if  it  is  to  be  sold  to  a  party 
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lot  related  to  the  Uniting  Church  They  can  apply 
he  minimum  estimate  if  the  property  is  to  be 
ransfe^red  to  a  Church  which  is  having  some  sort 
»f  sisterly  relations.  Then  I  realised  that  they  had 
sked  questions  on  faith  and  ecumenical  relations 
if  our  church  in  order  to  clarify  the  stand  of  our 
'hurch  todecide  whether  we  deservethe  minimum 
>r  maximum  estimate. 

He  also  said  that  according  to  rules  when  an 
>xtra  building  is  sold  the  parish  has  to  pay  to  the 
5ynod  20%  of  the  total  sale  value.  If  that  is  the 
:ase,  if  St.  Andrews  Church  is  sold  for  3,00’COO, 
he  Pascoe  Valle  parish  will  have  to  pay  60,000 
Joilars  immediately  to  the  Synod.  But  our  Church 
;annot  pay  such  an  amount  as  advance.  That  is 
where  the  Synod  comes  into  the  picture.  Could 
he  Synod  waive  some  rules  to  make  this  transac- 
:ion  possible.  Could  the  Synod  think  of  giving  a 
oan  for  this  purpose  as  part  of  its  world  wide 
nission  for  the  sake  of  this  immigrant  congregation 
Df  ancient  faith  already  worshipping  in  one  of  the 
Shurch  buildings  of  the  Uniting  Church. 

As  we  left  the  Synod  office  we  all  felt  that 
we  had  a  good  afternoon  whether  you  classify  it 
as  a  courtesy  call  or  business  meeting.  From  our 
side  I  had  to  be  the  main  spokesman.  Because 
Fr.  Kiwarkis  Thoma,  the  vicar,  is  not  fluent  in 
English  and  so  I  had  to  speak  and  with  my  speed 


30 


Australian  Assyrian 


it  was  easy  to  deal  with  a  lot  of  topics  during  tha 
one  hour !  Mr.  Wilson  Haddad,  the  third  person  ii 
our  team,  has  no  language  problem,  as  he  ha 
been  in  Australia  for  about  17  years.  His  fathe 
Deacon  Haddad  was  an  active  member  of  ou 
Church.  He  had  passed  away  a  few  years  ago 
But  his  younger  brother  Sargon  was  ordainei 
deacon  during  the  first  historic  visit  of  Patriarc 
Mar  Adhai  II  to  Australia  in  1984  August 
September. 

Mentioning  about  the  Uniting  Church  i 
Australia  I  wish  to  state  that  although  the  Angli 
can  Church  is  not  a  partner  in  this  United  Church 
in  uniting  the  Church  of  South  India,  which  wa 
the  first  United  Protestant  Church  in  the  worh 
(1947),  the  Anglican  Church  had  taken  th* 
initiative.  In  the  Church  of  North  India  formed  ii 
1970  also  the  Anglican  Church  had  a  leading  rol 
and  episcopacy  was  approved  by  other  Protestan 
partners  in  the  union.  But  since  the  Anglican 
are  not  in  the  Uniting  Church  in  Australia,  the 
do  not  have  episcopal  form  of  Church  government 
i.  e.  no  bishops. 

The  Uniting  Church  is  an  important  Christiai 
denomination  in  Australia.  Their  clergy  are  activ< 
in  social  work.  Actually  the  present  Governor  o 
Victoria  state  is  a  clergyman  of  this  Church,  Rev 
David  McCaughey.  The  Governor  was  a  Seminar 
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)rofessor/  a  wellknown  New  Testament  scholar. 
rr.  Dr.  P.  K.  Zachariah  of  the  Orthodox  Church 
old  me  that  he  was  a  student  of  this  Governor 
vhen  he  was  studying  in  Seminary. 

The  Council  of  Elders  of  the  Pascoe  Vale 
)arish  used  to  meet  once  in  two  months.  As  I 
expressed  a  desire  to  speak  to  a  real  Australian 
congregation.  Pastors  Dr.  Gorfine  and  Wall 
Johnson  arranged  for  me  to  speak  to  this  com- 
nittee  on  the  evening  of  19  August.  We  went 
earlier  thinking  that  the  meeting  was  at  6.30  p.  m. 
rhen  we  realised  that  it  was  at  7.45  p.  m.  It  was 
n  the  Church  hall  of  the  St.  Andrews  Church 
where  we  had  met  ten  days  earlier  for  breakfast 
ifter  Qurbana  by  the  Patriarch. 

As  the  old  ladies  started  coming  to  the 
Shurch  hall  with  their  knitting,  I  was  thinking  what 
;hould  I  speak.  Will  the  old  ladies  listen  attentively 
:o  what  I  have  to  say?  Will  they  laugh  at  me  or 
n ith  me  if  I  tell  some  jokes  from  my  own  book  of 
Sishop  s  Jokes  which  has  already  reached  the 
/vhole  world.  I  combined  history  and  jokes  and 
:arefully  watched  the  reactions  before  I  moved 
:o  the  next  point. 

Next  day  Dr.  Gorfine  gave  me  a  letter.  Since 
:he  letter  is  self  explanatory  I  reproduce  it  below. 
Since  that  was  the  only  talk  to  a  pure  Australian 
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group  in  my  visit,  I  was  happy  to  know'  they  enjoy 
ed  my  talk  which  touched  on  the  various  topics. 

Dear  Brother  Aprem 

On  behalf  of  the  Council  of  Parish  Elders, 
would  like  to  say  "thank  you"  for  sharing  some 
thing  of  the  history  of  your  Church  and  the  visioi 
you  hold  Your  words  of  encouragement,  chal 
ienge  and  laughter  will  remain  with  us.  May  w 
all  work  together  more  closely  in  the  commoi 
ministry  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Chrisl 
Blessings. 

Mark  Endersoi 
Secretary 

Oyr  Parish 

Since  the  women  also  pay  the  monthl 
membership  fee  of  $4,  some  women  were  electe< 
to  the  Church  Committee  in  1986.  When  the  ele 
ctions  for  1987  were  held  some  how  women  wer 
excluded.  It  is  not  clear  to  me  whether  it  is  th 
women's  choice  or  men's  decision.  The  preser 
committee  members  are  the  following.  It  is  th 
seven  deacons  appointed  by  the  apostles  of  oi 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  serve  at  the  table  to  look  afte 
the  mundane  matters  so  that  the  Apostles  wi 
have  time  for  spiritual  affairs.  (Acts  6:1-6.) 
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Committee 


1. 

John  Khoury 

President 

2. 

Geewargis  Haroun 

Vice  President 

3. 

Michael  Eyar 

Secretary 

4. 

Aprem  Warda 

Treasurer 

5. 

George  Bercham 

Member 

6. 

Elia  Sheikho 

t  / 

7. 

John  Badawi 

i 

if 

Deacons 


I.  Sargon  Haddad  )  Ordained  in  Sydney  by 
l.  Narsai  Barkho  [  Patriarch  Mar  Adhai  II 

)  in  1984  Sept. 

Eyyo  Eyar  0  Ordained  at  Fairfield,  Sydney 
Yokhanna  >  by  Patriarch  Mar  Adhai  II  on 
Yokhanees  )  16  August  1987. 

Fr.  Kiwarkis  Isaac  Thoma  arrived  in  Melbourne 
rom  Iraq  on  6  January  1983.  He  left  on  12  Sept, 
1984  after  the  visit  of  Patriarch  Mar  Adhai  II.  Again 
le  came  on  6  June  1985  as  an  immigrant  in 

Australia,  this  time  with  his  family.  He  is  aged 

\  ' 

now  about  35  years.  He  has  four  children. 

Jniting  Church  in  Pescoe  Vale  (rented) 

About  60  families  (170  members) 

rhose  who  complete  18  years  are  given  member¬ 
ship,  man  or  woman. 

In  summer  vacation,  our  children  are  taught  Assy- 
an  language  and  Sunday  School  lessons. 

$  37  rent  for  each  Church  service. 

*5 
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During  my  stay  in  Melbourne  I  visited  the 
City  Square,  Queen  Victoria  Musuem,  Greenwale 
Reservoir  (opened  on  1 8  April  1973),  the  super¬ 
markets,  Ford  Car  Company  etc  Whenever 
Fr.  Thoma  went  for  shopping  I  accompanied 
him.  i  used  to  compare  the  cost  of  each  item 
after  couverting  in  my  mind  the  value  of  each 
item  from  Australian  dollar  to  Indian  rupees, 
"he  Australian  dollar  is  about  8.75  rupees.  A  kilo 
*ish  costs  4  or  5  dollars  which  means  about  Rs  30 
or  40.  We  could  buy  it  for  Rs.  25  in  Trichur. 
Nevertheless,  calculating  the  income  in  India,  I  feei 
food  items  in  Australia  are  cheaper.  The  prawns 
are  priced  18  dollars  which  is  equivalent  to  about 
Rs  160,  It  is  something  which  an  Indian  cannot 
afford,  as  it  is  about  six  day's  full  salary.  In  India 

j  "  ■■ 

too  prawns  have  become  expensive  now  as  we 
are  canning  and  exporting  them.  Some  shops  such 
as  Coles  New  Market,  K.  Market,  Target  super¬ 
market  etc.  contained  a  wide  variety  of  things.  In 
my  hometown  in  India  we  had  to  go  to  different 
shops  to  purchase  different  things.  But  in  super¬ 
markets  we  could  purchase  most  of  the  things 
from  the  shop  under  one  roof.  In  some  big  cities 
m  India  some  such  shops  are  coming  up 

We  took  a  train  trip  to  the  city  of  Melbourne 
from  the  suburb  where  we  lived  We  parked  our 
car  and  took  day  ticket  in  the  train.  It  is  cheaper 
if  we  use  it  for  more  than  two  or  three  trips  in 
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he  same  day.  It  costs  only  $  2-40  (about  Rs.  22) 
ind  we  can  use  it  for  tram,  bus  and  train.  I  wanted 
o  get  an  idea  about  the  trains  in  Australia.  The 
:ompartments  were  not  clean.  There  are  lot  of 
vritings  on  the  walls  of  the  railway  stations, 
‘rains  were  not  crowded.  Penalty  for  ticketless 
ravel  is  $  500.  Writings  on  the  train  is  prohibited, 
’enalty  is  fine  and  imprisonment. 

"What  are  you  doing  here?"  questioned  the 
ecurity  officer  when  he  saw  myself  and  four 
Assyrian  friends  on  the  top  floor  ol  the  Rialto 
>uilding  which  is  the  tallest  in  Melbourne.  It  is 
ittractive  not  only  by  its  height  but  also  by  its 
Mass  walls  which  shine  out  in  the  sun.  I  had  a 
ourist's  curiosity  to  go  up  in  that  building,  as  i 
lad  been  to  the  Empire  State  Building  in  New 
fork,  C.  N.  Tower  in  Toronto  and  Seers  tower  in 
Chicago  which  are  the  tallest  in  America.  In 
>weden  also  I  had  gone  up  the  tallest  building 
vhich  is  called  Kaknastornet.  It  is  the  tallest  in 
>candinavia  with  a  height  of  508  ft.  It  is  only  hall  - 
he  height  of  the  famous  Eiffel  Tower  in  Paris 
vhich  is  about  1000  ft  high. 

Before  we  climbed  the  Rialto  building  we 
isked  a  man  who  was  sitting  on  a  chair  in  the 
ground  floor  whether  we  could  go  up.  "I  do  not 
ind  any  reason  why  you  should  not''  replied  the 
on d  gentleman.  If  he  did  not  find  any  reason, 
/ve  also  could  not  think  of  any  reason  why  we 
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should  not.  So  we  went  into  the  elevator  and 
pushed  the  button  to  the  56th  floor.  Then  came 
the  reply  that  this  elevator  would  go  only  upto 
the  24th  floor.  Okay,  we  got  off  at  the  24th 
floor  and  moved  to  another  elevator  and  pushed 
the  button  to  37  and  later  to  65.  The  sign  showed 
that  it  went  upto  the  53rd  floor  only.  It  did  not 
matter  to  us.  We  decided  to  climb  the  stairs  for  the 
final  two  floors.  When  we  reached  the  top  stair 
of  the  55th  floor,  the  security  police  man  looked 
at  us,  bearded  black  people  (not  real  black,  but 
compared  to  the  white  man,  we  are  non-white) 
and  questioned  with  authority  "What  are  you 
doing  here?"  Did  he  think  that  we  climbed  up  there 
to  pui  a  bomb  on  that  beautiful  building ?  Or,  did 
he  think  that  vve  climbed  there  to  jump  from  the 
top  of  the  tallest  building  and  to  commit  suicide? 
Before  he  formed  any  such  opinion  about  us  the 
intruders,  I  declared  that  we  were  visitors  and 
wanted  to  have  a  good  look  at  the  city  from  the 
top  of  that  beautiful  building.  We  further  stated 
that  we  had  taken  permission  from  the  man  sitting 
at  the  entrance  on  the  first  floor. 

'’You  come  down  right  now  with  me",  so 
saying  he  lead  us  down.  I  remembered  the  opinion 
I  heard  that  one  police  man  in  Australia  is  equal 
to  1,000  men.  As  soon  as  we  reached  the  ground 
floor  he  went  to  the  entrance  and  pointing  to  the 
person  sitting  on  the  chair  at  the  entrance  asked 
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s  'Ms  she  the  person  who  gave  you  permission 
)  come?"  "No,  it  was  a  man,  not  a  woman'" 
/as  my  instant  reply.  That  man  was  not  seen 
nywhere  near. 

During  the  shopping  with  Patriarch  there  was 

% 

lot  of  attention  on  the  Patriarch  and  myself 
/ith  our  colourful  robes.  When  we  bought  some 
mall  items,  some  of  our  friends  told  the  shop 
eeper  they  should  give  good  discount  in  ex- 
hange  of  blessings.  One  sales  man  in  a  big  store 
aid,  "I  cannot  give  discount.  Because  I  am  only 
paid  worker  in  this  shop/'  In  another  shop  when 
purchased  a  nylon  girdle  for  my  robe  they  gave 
discount  of  $  2  on  its  price  of  $  20.  A  ten 
iercent  discount  for  blessings.  Yes  ten  percent 
5  the  Old  Testament  practice  of  the  tithe. 

In  the  Museum  we  stood  near  the  stuffed 
iger  and  took  photos.  Now  as  we  show  the 
hotos,  some  people  think  that  we  are  standing 
lear  real  tiger,  a  tamed  one  A  lot  of  students 
vere  visiting  the  Museum  and  learning  a  lot  of 
nings  There  were  volunteers  to  help  the  visitors. 

At  Tot's  Pizza  shop  we  had  a  sumptuous 
unch.  Some  of  my  hosts  asked  whether  I  could 
)ave  some  wine  or  such  drinks  When  I  ex- 
>1  ained  .  that  I  do  not  take  drinks  and  I  speak 
gainst  the  evil  of  drinking,  as  I  personally  know 
he  miseries  of  the  families  of  drunkards  in  India. 


t  *  •. 
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But  my  hosts  argued  that  this  wine  is  made  by 
nuns.  They  argued  that  nun's  wine  is  made  for 
nuns  and  bishops.  They  did  not  succeed  in 
convincing  me.  Many  writers  write  how  good 
and  tasty  the  liquor  is.  I  write  against  it. 

"Be  my  guest"  welcomed  the  owner  of  the 
Tot's  Pizza  shop.  He  is  a  Maronite  Christian  from 
Lebanon.  The  Maronites  are  Catholics.  So  he 
began  to  tell  me  that  the  Catholic  Church  should 
use  their  immense  wealth  for  helping  the  poor 
more.  I  told  him  that  I  hear  that  Vatican  does  not 
have  that  much  extra  wealth  even  for  its  own 
survival.  American  Catholics  help  Vatican  to  some 
extent  to  meet  its  financial  needs.  Thus  over  the 
lunch  we  had  a  religious  discussion  also. 

Pandorasa  zoo  is  a  small  one,  a  newly  opened 
one.  A  privately  owned  zoo.  The  lady  in  charge 
is  really  smart.  "It  will  cost  you  five  dollars  each" 
announced  the  lady  as  soon  as  we  entered  her 
territory.  Yes  our  people  paid  the.  amount  imme¬ 
diately  and  we  walked  around.  There  were  geese* 
ducks,  deers,  parrots,  waterbirds,  monkeys, 
Chinese  Chicken,  dogs,  big  cats,  Jaguars  and 
Australian  national  animal  the  Kangaroo.  She  said 
that  she  had  just  started  it  and  wanted  us  to  tell 
others  about  this  Pandorasa  zoo  for  publicity 
which  we  promised. 

Rev.  Fr.  Emmanuel  Khoshaba  of  "Chaldeans 
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nd  Assyrians  Catholic  Church"  in  Melbourne 

ame  to  meet  the  Patriarch.  They  are  also  Assy- 
ans  and  spoke  their  language.  The  friend  who 
ccompanied  him  knew  quiet  a  lot  about  India, 
Ims  etc.  They  told  me  that  they  are  interested  in 
urchasing  a  copy  of  a  film  about  the  Churches 
i  Kerala.  1  got  an  impression  that  their  congre- 
ation  is  well  educated  and  settled  down  in 

i  -  • 

Australia.  Although  they  have  no  Chaldean 
ishop  in  Australia  now  they  are  likely  to  have  a 
iocese  in  Australia  in  future. 

4 

On  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday  11  August  I 
/as  to  go  to  Sydney  along  with  Patriarch 
1  a r  Adhai  II  and  his  secretary.  Although  I  was 
>  return  to  Melbourne  before  the  following 
unday  to  conduct  Qurbana,  the  Patiiarch  wan 
aying  good  bye  to  Melbourne.  Therefore  a  lo-t 
f  Assyrians  were  at  the  airport  to  see  us  off. 
ince  there  was  nobody  to  receive  the  Patriarch 
pon  his  arrival  in  Melbourne  five  oays  earlie 
wing  to  a  confusion  about  the  time  of  his  arrival, 
^e  Assyrians  decided  to  accord  him  a  fitting  fare- 
/ell.  Mr.  John  Khoury,  the  President  of  the 
ommittee,  was  accompanying  us  to  Sydney.  The 
riest  of  Melbourne  and  some  other  leaders  had 
Iready  driven  70 0  km  to  Sydney,  early  in  the 
corning,  to  be  ready  at  Sydney  airport  to  receive 
s. 
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The  energetic  announcer  at  Assyrian  Radio 
programme  Miss  Valentine  helped  us  to  check 
into  the  flight.  Since  the  Patriarch  and  his  secre¬ 
tary  had  already  purchased  first  class  ticket  from 
Bagdad  for  the  whole  journey,  some  of  us  switched 
our  boarding  cards  for  the  flight  so  that  I  could 
sit  with  Patriarch  in  the  first  class.  Fr.  Nestorius 
Esho  could  sit  with  Mr.  John  Khoury  in  the  econo¬ 
my  class  Although  I  have  been  flying  several  times 
since  my  flight  to  the  USA  via  England  in  1966 
\  had  never  travelled  first  class.  In  my  experience 
in  this  first  class  journey  it  is  inconvenient  to 
travel  in  the  first  class,  not  for  me  but  for  smoking 
passengers.  When  the  person  who  sat  next 
to  me  started  smoking  he  was  asked  not  to  do  so. 
"But  I  cannot  live  without  smoking  for  a  single 
hour  (except  sleeping  time,  I  suppose)"  protested 
the  passenger.  The  hostees  asked  him  to  occupy 
one  of  the  seats  in  the  last  row,  the  only  row 
where  passengers  are  allowed  to  smoke.  But 
before  he  got  there  a  lady  went  and  occupied  it. 
Finally  I  advised  this  passenger  to  go  to  economy 
class  and  smoke  there;  as  there  are  more  rows  of 
seats  where  smoking  is  permissible. 

The  newspapers  this  week  report  that  the 
Indian  Airlines  is  seriously  considering  to  prohibit 
smoking  during  flights  of  less  than  two  hours 
duration.  Perhaps  they  do  not  know  passengers 
like  my  friend  who  could  not  remain  without 
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rnoking  even  for  a  single  hour. 

What  can  one  do  in  an  internal  flight  except 
moking?  Movies  are  shown  only  in  the  inter- 

>ational  flights.  Newspapers  are  helpful  usually 
n  the  morning  flights  In  an  evening  flight  there 
s  no  newspaper  to  read.  Fortunately  in  the 

nternal  flights  of  Australian  Ali  lines  there  is  music 
n  several  channels.  In  India  we  do  not  get  music 

n  the  Indian  Airlines  flight.  Although  I  am  not 
nuch  of  a  music  fan,  I  listened  to  it  switching 

ihannels.  There  are  eight  channels  for  us  to 
;hoose.  The  channel  8  is  the  ground-to-air  relay 

)f  the  ABC  radio,  which  is  an  exclusive  feature 

>f  the  Australian  Airlines  in-flight  entertainment 
;ystem. 

7 he  Australian  Way  is  the  magazine  of  this 
\irline  left  in  your  seat  as  a  complintentary  copy 
o  all  the  passengers  of  the  Australian  Airlines. 

rhe  August  1987  issue  which  wason  our  seat  was 
>a rticula r ly  interesting  to  me  as  humour  is  my  field 

md  being  the  author  of  the  Bishop's  Jokes  publi- 
;hed  in  1983.  After  some  hesitation  about  the 
Kopriety  of  indulging  in  writing  another  book  of 
tumour  my  manuscript  of  More  Bishop's  Jokes 

/vent  to  the  publisher  by  the  end  of  1987  and  is 
expected  to  be  ready  for  release  before  the  end 
)f  1988 

Susan  Kurosawa  has  an  interesting  article 

n  this  issue  of  the  Australian  Way ,  which  has  no 
reading.  Her  name  with  her  colour  photo  is  the 
*6 
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heading  of  this  humorous  article.  She  says  ''Lei 
us  forget  mythical  horrors  and  try  laughing  fora 
change.  She  prescribes.  "I  suggest  a  new  urban- 
movement.  Everyone  must  tell  a  joke  a  day." 
I  had  already  suggested  a  slogan  ''A  joke  a  day 
keeps  the  psychiatrist  away/'  In  this  world  of 
tension  this  slogan  makes  some  sense.  The  first 
three  paragraphs  of  Susan  Kurosawa  are  repro¬ 
duced  below:  (P.  13,  August,  1987). 

"Doesn't  anyone  tell  jokes  any  more?  Heck, 
it's  been  more  than  a  month  since  I  heard 
Ronald  Reagan  funny  and  even  that  one  was 

from  my  15  year-old  son,  who  ruined  the 
punch  line. 

I  thought  we  Aussies  were  supposed  to  be 
renowned  for  our  swaggering  sense  of 
humour.  No  calamity  too  small,  no  ego  too 
large  to  be  butt  of  our  rousing  jokes  Never 
known  for  our  reticence  or  lack  of  racial 
discrimination,  we're  supposed  to  be  gleeful! 
spreading  funnies  about  rogue  politicians, 
two-headed  Tasmanians  and,  best  of  ail, 
hapless  New  Zilanders, 

''Didja  hear  the  one  about  . .  "should 

stand  as  a  uniform  greeting  among  the  Down 
Under  drinking  fraternity  at  public  houses  in 
far-flung  outposts  across  this  great  land. 
Jokes  are  supposed  to  spread  like  the  prover¬ 
bial  bushfire.  Jeez,  you'  are  mea  it  to  be  as 
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busy  as  a  one-armed  bill  poster  in  a  gale 
trying  to  keep  up  with  the  d3rned  things/' 

More  than  articles,  this  magazine  contained 
a  lot  of  advertisements.  That  must  be  the  reason 
why  they  give  it  to  the  passengers  free  of  charge. 
They  have  given  a  good  map  of  Australia  in  the 
centre  of  the  magazine  with  information  aboui 
the  distances  and  time  of  its  internal  flights.  Some 
important  information  is  reproduced  below. 


Route 

Km 

Hours 

Adelaide  to 

Sydney 

1  166 

1-40 

Brisbane 

do 

747 

1-15 

Canberra 

do 

237 

0-35 

Melbourne 

do 

707 

1-10 

Perth 

do 

3284 

3-55 

One  more  information  interesting  to  readers  of 
travelogue  printed  in  that  magazine  is  given  below. 


Aircraft 

Speed 

Km/h 

Normal 

Altitude 

Passengi 

Airbus,  Europe 

880 

9,500m 

238 

737  Boeing,  USA  820 

10,000 

112 

727 

880 

10,000 

145 

DC9,  USA. 

F27  Friendship, 

845 

9.500 

100 

Fckker,  Holland.  420 

5,000 

40 

As  we  were  airborne  for  an  hour  the  announ¬ 
cement  came  that  we  were  going  to  land  in 
Sydney.  I  looked  through  the  window  to  see 
Sydney  for  the  first  time. 


CHAPTER  3 


When  our  fii,gipt  touched  down  the  Sydney 
airport  qmll  August  1387  Tuesday  evening  more 
than  a  hundred  Assyrians  were  gathered  in  the 
main  hail  of  the  arrival  building.  They  were  all 
fined  up  to  receive  the  Patriarch.  The  Patriarch 
stopped  a  few  yarda  from  where  the  Assyrians 
were  waiting  for  us  and  said  a  prayer  and  blessed 
them.  He  was  first  greeted  by  the  Venerable 
Archdeacon  Kiwarkis  Yonan  of  the  St.  Marys 
Assyrian  Church.  Next  in  line  was  Fr.  Zouihar 
Thoma,  the  Patriarchal  Vicar  of  the  Catholic 
Chaldean  Patriarch  of  Bagdad.  Iraq,  His  Holiness 
Mar  Poulos  She'kho,  the  octogenarian  leader  cf 
the  largest  Christian  community  of  Iraq.  Fr.  Zouihar 
is  the  Vicar  of  the  community  in  Sydney  while 
Fr.  Khoshaba  is  the  vicar  in  Melboums.  Most  of 
these  members  are  from  Iraq. 

As  the  members  were  kissing  the  ring  of  the 
Patriarch  and  mine  the  police  men  began  to  take 
notice  of  this  gathering.  Four  police  men  stood 
near  the  line  of  these  Assyrians  watching  in  case 
if  there  is  any  disturbance  or  demonstration  by 
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te  immigrants  from  the  Arab  countries,  i  thought 
)r  a  moment  what  would  these  four  police  men 
o  against  this  crowd  of  more  than  a  hundred, 
hen  I  remembered  about  the  statement  of  our 
ssyrian  friend  in  Melbourne  the  previous  week 
rat  one  police  man  in  Australia  is  equal  to  1000 
eople.  Ordinary  people  are  really  scared  of  them. 

/hether  it  is  true  of  other  countries  is  a  matter  of 
tere  speculation. 

After  the  forma!  welcome  at  the  airport  we 
rere  escorted  to  the  house  in  FAIRFIELD,  a 
jburb  of  Sydney,  where  most  Assyrians  stay.  All 
re  people  who  were  at  the  airport  had  moved  to 
le  house  where  we  were  to  stay.  Patriarch 
lar  Adhai  replied  appropriately  to  the  formal 
aeech  of  welcome  given  by  Mr.  Pathrose  Daniel, 
member  of  the  seven  member  committee.  Like 
lelbourne,  Sydney  also  has  a  committee  of  just 
sven  members.  I  joked  that  we  were  7th  people 
)bserving  January  7t'n  as  Christmas  Day)  and 
lereby  the  number  of  our  committee  is  limited 
)  number  seven.  Unlike  Melbourne  committee, 
ydney  committee  is  more  democratic  in  the 
anse  that  all  are  equal.  There  is  no  President 
r  Secretary  for  the  committee.  Instant  socialism, 
ess  rivalry. 

We  realised  that  ail  the  rooms  in  that  house 
ould  not  hold  the  guests  coming  one  after 
nother  to  greet  the  Patriarch.  So  the  next  day  a 
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big  tent  was  put  up  in  the  garden.  Furniture  w 
moved  to  the  garden.  Electric  heaters  were  arra 
ged  as  the  temperature  was  only  about  '15 
17  degree  centigrade  even  in  the  day  time  in  t 
tent.  Then  my  memory  went  back  to  the  0 
Testament  times  when  the  people  otjsrael  had 
live  in  tents. 

The  next  day  Archdeacon  Kiwarkis  Yon 
brought  another  archdeacon  with  him  to  meet  i 
This  old  clergyman  is  Archdeacon  Abrahc 
Eskaroo  from  Iran.  Although  he  is  only  64,  I 
white  beard  gives  us  an  impression  that  he  is  ov 
seventy. 

Diana  is  a  little  baby  of  that  house.  F 
voung  parents  will  stay  there  the  whole  day,  co 

for  us  and  feed  us  and  leave  at  night  to  sor 
other  house  leaving  the  whole  house  at  our  d 
posal.  Diana  is  less  than  one  year.  She  w 
friendly  with  me.  Some  people  say  that  I  ma 
friendship  with  babies  very  faster.  I  was  a  w 
known  babysitter  while  studying  at  Princetc 
U.  S.  A.  Archdeacon  Abraham  did  not  knc 
enough  English  like  the  other  Archdeacon.  Arc 
deacon  Abraham  (Auraham,  as  he  is  called)  Y 
been  in  Australia  for  3  years  or  so.  For  old  peoj 
arriving  in  Australia  it  is  difficult  to  learn  Englii 
The  young  people  or  children  have  no  su 
problem. 
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Dariawesh  began  to  talk  to  me  in  English, 
is  face  wes  so  familiar  to  me.  Yes,  I  was  not 
listaken.  He  is  the  son  of  Major  Enwiya,  President 
F  the  Sietha  (committee)  in  Bagdad,  who  had 
)me  to  the  airport  when  I  visited  Bagdad  in 
jne  1977  without  a  visa!  During  my  visit  to 
agdad  for  our  Synod  in  1984,  Major  Enwiah  was 
;tive.  Although  a  retired  Major  from  the  army 

Iraq,  he  looks  young.  Dariawesh  looks  like  his 
ther.  He  told  me  that  he  was  in  Kuwait  and 

cently  settled  down  in  Sydney.  His  servant  lady, 
hile  he  was  staying  in  Kuwait,  was  an  Indian, 
^hen  she  returned  home  for  a  visit  some  14  years 
]0,  she  had  come  to  meet  me  in  Trichur,  with 
arm  greetings  from  Daryawesh  and  his  sister's 
isband  Emmanuel.  Y.  Yalda,  who  was  working 
Kuwait  Oil  Company  in  Ahmadi,  Kuwait.  I  had 
et  Emmanuel  in  Sept  1968  when  I  went  to 
agdad  for  consecration.  Daryawesh  told  me  that 
nmanuel  and  family  were  going  to  settle  down 
Australia.  Many  Assyrians  whether  from  Iraq, 
an.  Syria  or  Lebanon  or  from  countries  such  as 
*ly,  Greece.  Kuwait  where  they  have  temporarily 
Dne,  are  settling  do/vn  in  Australia.  It  is  nor 
isy  to  get  immigrant  visa  to  Australia.  But  many 
>syrians  somehow  manage  to  come  after  ful¬ 
ling  all  the  formalities  required  by  law. 

Every  day  Assyrians  came  one  by  one  or  in 
oups.  They  talked  in  their  language.  Many  of 
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them  knew  English  well,  having  settled  down  i 
Sydney  for  10  or  15  years.  Still  they  had  relu( 
tance  to  speak  in  English.  i  suppose  everyboc 
has  an  attraction  to  their  own  language.  It  Wc 
evident  when  a  Kerala  friend  Thomas  Mathai  tele 
phoned.  S  automatically  began  to  speak  in  rr 
mother  tongue  Malayaiam.  The  Assyrians  bega 
to  listen  with  curiosity  this  strange  language.  Aft' 
wards  they  remarked  "Mar  Aprem,  your  languac 
is  very  very  fast."  Having  spoken  to  rr 
friend  in  mother  tongue  over  the  phone,  1  kne 

that  1  could  not  complain  against  Assyria? 

* 

speaking  in  their  mother  tongue  any  mor 
Anyhow  some  of  them  occasionally  tried  to  ta 
me  what  they  were  talking  about  for  the  pa 

hour  or  two! 

Hoping  that  I  will  pick  up  the  Assyrian  la? 
guage,  I  kept  on  listening  attentively.  In  9£ 
while  spending  a  few  days  of  seminary  vacatic 
in  the  house  of  Mr.  Aprim  Kellaitha  and  his  wi 
Hanna  (sister  of  late  Mar  Yosip  Khananisho  Metn 
politan)  !  promised  to  speak  in  that  languac 
after  an  year.  In  1862  I  visited  Beirut  Damasci 
Mosul,  Bagdad  and  Basrah  and  met  the  la 
Mar  Yosip  Khananishu  Metropolitan,  late  Mar  Ssl 
Sargis  Episcopa,  and  late  Mar  Yohannan  Phiiipo 
Episcopa.  At  that  time  I  had  taken  visa  to  vii 
Iran  to  meet  the  newly  consecrated  Mar  Kh- 
nnanya  Dinkha  Episcopa.  But  for  some  reaso 
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could  not  cross  from  Iraq  to  Iran.  Mar  Khannanya 
)inkha  is  the  only  surviving  prelate  of  the  1962 
>eriod,  the  time  when  our  Church  was  one.  Now 
hat  Mar  Khannanya  Dinkha  episcopa  of  Iran  is  the 
Patriarch  of  the  new  calendar,  the  December  25th 
roup,  which  is  the  larger  group  everywhere  in 
ae  world  except  in  India.  I  had  the  privilege  to 
leet  him  in  1967  in  Yonkers,  New  York  and  later 
t  Sept  1984  in  Chicago,  after  Mar  Dinkha  had 
ecome  the  Patriarch.  Ofcourse  the  distance  of 
eparation  was  evident,  but  I  never  felt  any 
nimosity  between  us  because  in  the  bottom  of 
ur  hearts  we  felt  that  we  were  one  and  although 
are  not  one  for  the  time  being  we  should  be 
ne  sooner  or  later.  The  sooner,  no  doubt,  the 
setter,  I  do  not  have  prophetic  wisdom  to  predict 
vhen  and  how  the  re-union  of  our  two  groups 
vill  take  place. 

In  Sydney,  there  is  a  dispute  between  Arch- 

•  % 

'eacon  Kiwarkis  Yonan  and  his  followers  on  one 

i 

ide  and  the  young  bishop  Mar  Milis  on  the 
>ther  side.  Some  people  say  the  young  bishop 
las  the  majority  with  him  while  some  claim  the 
ipposite  I  decided  not  to  get  involved  ;n  the 
lispute,  between  the  archdeacon  and  the  bishop, 
do  not  know  this  bishop.  The  Archdeacon  and 
had  met  in  Beirut  in  1962  when  both  of  us  were 
leacons.  I  was  returning  after  my  studies  in 
>t.  Boniface  College,  Warminster,  England  where 
*7 
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t  went  on  a  scholarship  from  the  World  Count 
of  Churches.  As  a  matter  of  dispute  between  t 
archdeacon  and  the  bishop  is  in  Civil  Courts 
Sydney,  there  was  no  attempt  from  my  part 
conduct  a  service  in  that  Church  in  Sydney. 

Patriarch  Mar  Adhai  II  who  had  conduct 

a  service  in  that  church  in  Fairfield  in  1984  w 
again  invited  to  do  service  in  the  same  Church 
Sunday  16  August.  Later  some  complicatio 
began  to  crop  up.  Patriarch  was  asked  to 
service  on  Saturday  1 5th  which  is  the  Memor 
of  Virgin  Mary  according  to  the  new  Calend 
The  supporters  of  Mar  Adhai  II  objected  to  t! 
change  from  Sunday  to  Saturday.  Th 
said  that  this  change  of  one  day  is  a  tri 
played  by  the  enemies  of  the  Patriarch  to  she 
tha x  only  a  few  members  came  to  attend  t 
service  of  the  Patriarch.  They  threatened  that  th 
would  hire  some  other  Church  or  hall  and  condi 
the  service  on  Sunday  itself  and  would  publii 
put  the  blame  on  the  enemies  of  the  Patriar 
Mar  Adhai  II  for  insulting  a  high  dignitory  of  t 
Church  such  as  a  Patriarch.  Hectic  caucussi 
continued  for  2  or  3  days.  Church  Committ 
members  under  their  Chairman  Mr.Lansom  Jindt 
a  hefty  man,  walked  in  and  out  of  the  tent 
deliberate  whether  Church  should  be  opened  1 
the  Patriarch  for  Sunday  or  not.  As  far  as  t 
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itriarch's  supporters  were  concerned  the  Pat- 
irch  should  do  Qurbana  on  the  Sunday  whethei 
the  Church  or  in  another  hired  place.  Close  to 
e  midnight  I  whispered  into  the  ears  of  the  one 
ho  was  near  me.  ’  Is  it  Sunday  or  Saturday? 
ien  came  the  one  word  reply  "Sunday". 

I  decided  to  get  back  to  Melbourne  for  the 
>rvice  on  16th  as  Patriarch  Mar  Adhai  I!  con- 
icted  the  Qurbana  on  Pth  at  Melbourne  and  I 
ily  assisted.  It  was  my  turn  to  conduct  Qurbana 
Melbourne  as  they  had  brought  me  to  Australia 
lying  nearly  1500  Australian  dollars  for  my 
avel  expenses.  Moreover  I  did  not  want  to  get 
volved  in  the  "Church  politics"  of  Sydney.  As  a 
after  of  fact  in  Sydney  we  have  some  subscri- 
ars  to  Voice  of  the  East.  But  they  belong  to 
fher  party.  Our  members  were  objecting  to  my 
inouncing  the  name  of  Mr.  Yosip  Mirza  as  the 
ockist  of  rhe  books  of  Mar  Narsai  Press.  Why 
lould  the  25th  group  get  our  books.  I  explained 
>  them  our  Hudra  printed  at  Mar  Narsai  Press  is 
sing  used  in  the  Middle  East,  Sweden,  England, 
le  U.  S.  A.  and  Australia.  Even  non-Christians 
3n  buy  books.  Why  should  we  object  to  oui 
enemies"  buying  our  books.  Ofcourse  they  arc 
ot  our  enemies. 

Sargis  Makko  is  an  Assyrian  student  com- 
feting  his  Science  degree  course  in  the  University 
f  Sydney.  He  is  very  much  interested  in  our 
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faith  and  had  already  purchased  some  of  my  book 
He  came  with  his  father  Slieo  who  spent  tim 
with  the  Patriarch  and  other  Assyrians  in  the  ter 
talking  in  their  mother  tongue.  I  sat  inside  th 
house  with  Sargis  Makko  and  talked  in  Englis 
about  studies  in  the  history  and  faith  of  oi 
ancient  Church.  We  were  not  talking  about  tn 
wo  groups  or  how  to  defeat  one  group  or  t 
defect  to  another  group.  As  we  talked  for  a  fe\ 

%  ..  j 

minutes  friends  in  the  tent  began  to  be  restless 
Some  came  to  the  room  and  advised  us  both  t 
move  to  the  tent.  As  we  both  noticed  that  oi 
hosts  and  friends  are  getting  restless,  we  kne' 

•  *  i  *  i 

that  we  should  end  our  academic  conversation  i 
English.  Sargis  presented  me  a  revised  edition  < 
the  history  of  Josephus,  the  Jewish  historian  of  th 
first  century.  It  is  a  heavy  book  which  I  did  not  y< 
rind  time  to  read. 

Similarly  when  I  was  talking  with  a  Dec  25t 
man  about  calendar,  my  friends  began  to  liste 
to  me.  As  I  did  not  know  many  words  m  the 
language;  there  was  a  lot  of  repetition  of  th 
word  1  know  "surgada  (calendar)  in  our  conve 
cation.  Those  who  heard  me  repeating  the  wo* 
surgada  often  during  that  brief  conversatic 

decided  to  change  my  attention  to  some  le< 
dangerous  topic!  As  there  was  not  much  time  l 

4 

draw  up  a  scheme  to  divert  my  attention,  one  t 
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8m  came  rushing  to  the  tent  shouting  "tele- 
!one  to  Mar  Aprem."  Stopping  rny  conversation 
ushed  to  the  house  to  answer  the  phone  (if  it 
a  call  from  India  it  could  cost  quite  ’  a  lot  if  ! 
aik  slowly  ),  I  saw  two  or  three  smiling  faces 
ar  the  phone.  All  those  ''friendly''  smiling 
:es  told  me  '  No  telephone*  but  stop  talking." 
eturned  back  to  my  chair  in  the  tent  thinking 
lat  to  tell  the  man  I  was  talking  to,  if  he  asked 
lere  from  the  telephone  call  was.  Perhaps,  he 
3  was  wise  and  could  imagine  the  design  of 
/  friends,  therefore'chose  to  keep  quiet  to  avoid 
nbarrassment.  I  have  not  yet  learned  the  diplom- 
c  silence.  Other  wise  I  would  net  have  recorded 
is  little  incident  in  this  book. 

The  next  day  I  was  intercepted  by  a  telephone 
II  while  I  was  about  to  leave  the  home  of  my 
dian  friend  Rev.  George  Oomen  to  be  told  "Be 
reful,  one  man  is  coming  to  see  you."  My  res- 
mse  was  sudden.  '‘Yes,  I  am  always  careful." 

There  was  a  lot  of  suspicion  in  the  mindset 
/  Assyrian  hosts  because  there  are  two  groups 
our  Assyrian  Church  today.  It  is  a  sad  division 
cause  the  faith  is  the  same.  The  main  dispute 
on  the  calendar.  I  am  one  who  wants  to  unite 
ese  two  groups,  once  again.  I  was  ordained 
clergyhood  on  25  June  1961  prior  to  this 
ifortunate  split.  Because  of  my  contact  with 

■  t 

e  opposite  group  observing  Christmas  on 
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December  25,  my  Assyrian  hosts  and  friends  wer 
always  worried  when  anybody  telephoned  to  m 
or  wanted  to  contact  me  or  meet  me  personally 

When  Mr.  Yousip  Mirza,  Secretary  of  th 
Ninevah  Club  of  Sydney,  telephoned  to  me,  m 
friends  were  asking  why  I  should  talK  to  him.  Th 
principle  of  my  life  is  that  we  should  not  hesitat 
to  be  in  touch  with  others  known  to  be  enemie: 
We  should  not  cheat  them.  It  is  also  not  fair  t 
defect  to  your  enemy  camp.  We  shall  destroy  ol 
enemies  by  making  them  our  friends,  as  told  b 
Lincoln.  Unity  be  our  goal  for  which  we  shouh 
strive  making  personal  sacrifices  and  adjustments 

Nineveh  Club  in  Fairfield  is  a  very  attractiv 
building.  The  ancient  Assyrian  structure  of  th 
building  attracted  me  as  I  was  passing  by  that  roa 
in  a  car.  My  instant  impulse  was  to  stop  ther 
and  to  look  at  this  ancient  artitecture.  I  woul 
have  liked  to  say  " Sh/ania "  (peace) to  the  Assyria 
friends  inside  that  club.  But  my  hosts  had  warne 
me  that  they  were  our  enemies.  My  prayer  i 
that  the  Assyrians  whatever  clanish  difference 
they  mave  have, .or  tribal  rivalries  they  had  inherit 
ed,  it  is  high  time  that  they  forget  the  pett 
differences  and  work  together  in  educationa 
cultural  and  social  activities. 

Even  when  Mr.  Yosip  Mirza  telephoned  t 
me  to  enquire  about  the  books  he  had  orderec 
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iy  Assyrian  friends  became  restless.  As  we  talked 
>r  a  few  minutes  in  English  same  people  began 
>  ask  me  to  cut  the  conversation.  Why  should  I 
ilk  to  a  man  who  is  not  on  our  side.  Let  me 
'rite  it  down  what  I  believe  that  God  will  not  be 
leased  in  us  by  hating  these  who  do  not  agree 
'ith  us.  There  is  a  lot  of  hatred  already  in  this 
'orld.  Let  us  not  increase  it.  Let  us  eradicate  it. 

There  are  about  14,000  Assyrians  in  Australia, 
he  majority  are  in  Sydney-Fairfield  area.  The 
jeond  concentration  of  the  Assyrian  population 
in  Melbourne  area.  There  are  a  few  in  Brisbane 
ut  with  no  Assyrian  Churches  in  Brisbane.  Most 
f  the  Assyrians  in  Australia  came  from  Syria, 
ebanon,  Iraq  and  Iran.  Some  belong  to  the 
haldean  Church  under  the  Patriarch  in  Bagdad 
nd  some  to  the  Orthodox  Syrian  Jacobite  Church 
nder  the  Patriarch  at  Damascus,  Syria.  The 
lird  denomination  is  known  as  the  Assyrian 
hurch  of  the  East  nicknamed  Nestorians.  Bishop 
lar  Milis  and  Archdeacon  Kiwarkis  Yonan  beiorg 
)  this  Church.  They  are  under  the  Patriarch 
inkha  now  residing  in  the  U.  S.  A.  They  have 
hanged  to  the  Gregorian  Calendar  in  1 564  and 
ence  observe  Christmas  on  25th  December, 
he  other  group  of  the  same  faith  known  as  the 
ncient  Church  of  the  East  still  observe  the 
ulian  Calendar  like  their  forefathers.  In  Sydney 
iey  do  not  have  a  Church.  But  they  have  a 
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committee  of  seven  and  a  congregation  with 
a  congregation.  Although  they  have  a  rent^ 
Church  as  well  as  a  priest  and  four  deacons 
Melbourne  as  we  have  seen  in  the  previot 
chapter  in  Sydney  they  have  no  priest  < 
deacons.  They  consider  Archdeacon  Kiwaik 
Yonan  as  their  own  pastor. 

The  seven  members  of  the  committee  ai 
the  following. 

1.  Mr.  Pathrose  Daniel 

2.  „  Neesan  Yalda 

3.  ,,  Yosip  Thoma 

4.  ,,  Yacob  David 

5.  „  Daniel  Yakob 

6.  ,  Ashur  Yakob 

7.  „  Yosip  Barkho 

Assyrians  in  Sydney  are  well  settled  wit 
their  own  house  where  we  stayed  (6,  Mohaw 
Cres.  Greenfield  Park  2176,  N.  S.  W .).  We  wer 
for  a  walk  and  noticed  several  streets  name 
after  the  Assyrian  heroes.  Reading  the  stree 
names  one  would  wonder  whether  we  are  i 
Sydney  or  in  Iraq.  They  speak  their  ancier 
language  and  eat  Assyrian  food.  Some  of  ther 
bring  their  relatives  from  Iraq,  Iran,  Syrii 
Lebanon  etc. 

The  war  between  Iraq  and  Iran  is  a  seriou 
concern  to  these  Assyrians.  Although  there  ar 


5 1  r  a  I  i  a  n  Assyrians- 
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t  many  Assyrians  in  Iran  army,  all  their  young 
:n  in  Iraqi  are  in  the  Iraq  army.  They  hear  the 
ws  of  the  death  of  their  relatives  in  war. 
e  day  in  Sydney  a  young  lady  told  us  good 
e.  She  was  flying  that  morning  with  he» 
ildren  to  Bagdad  to  comfort  her  old  father  as 
r  brother  was  killed  in  the  war.  She  was  sad 
at  her  brother  was  killed,  but  I  felt  that  she  was 
mforted  that  her  brother  had  died  for  their 
untry. 


CHAPTER  4 


SYDNEY  UNIVERSITY 

Professor  Rifaat  Y.  Ebied,  Head  of  the 
Department  of  Semitic  studies  in  the  University  of 
Sydney,  has  been  known  to  me  since  the  Syriac 
Symposium  I  attended  in  Goslar,  Germany  in  1 t/80. 
Being  a  member  (not  a  clergyman,  but  a  layman) 
of  the  Coptic  Orthodox  Church,  an  Oriental 
Church,  we  felt  very  close  to  each  other  during 
that  conference.  At  that  time  he  talked  about 
visiting  India.  But  we  never  anticipated  that  it 
would  be  my  turn  to  be  a  guest  at  his  home  before 
he  could  travel  to  India, 

My  interest  in  visiting  Professor  Ebied  was  a 
desire  to  be  in  touch  with  academic  world  occa¬ 
sionally.  In  the  day  to  day  routine  duties  of  a 
bishop,  I  am  usually  in  contact  with  ordinary 
people,  less  educated  than  myself.  Very  rarely 
do  I  have  a  visitor  in  Tnchur  from  an  academic 
community.  Although  in  Syriac  Symposiums  01 
such  international  conferences  1  am  outranked  by 
well  known  scholars  from  Oxford.  Paris,  Rome 
Princeton,  etc  in  pastoral  visits  to  our  Churches 
5  rarely  meet  one  with  a  doctorate.  Therefore  a 
telephone  call  from  the  University  of  Sydney  was 
i  ndeed  a  pleasant  one  for  me.  I  agreed  to  be  his 
guest. 
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Owing  to  my  tight  schedule  Prof.  Ebied  firs: 
itertained  me  at  a  lavish  lunch  along  with  a 
jacon  of  the  Coptic  Orthodox  Church  and  Arch- 
iacon  Kiwarkis  Yonan  of  the  Assyrian  Church  of 
e  East  in  Sydney.  There  was  no  time  to  visit 
e  University.  Fortunately  I  had  another  oppor- 
nity  to  stop  at  Sydney  again  on  my  return  to 
dia.  Therefore  after  visiting  Melbourne  lor  a 
scond  time  I  went  back  to  Sydney.  Professor 
Tied  came  to  the  Sydney  airport  and  took  me  tc- 
s  beautiful  home  at  Sytvania  Waters  overlooking 
e  bridge. 

Professor  Ebied  took  me  to  the  University  of 
/dney.  One  of  the  oldest  universities  in  Australia, 
ydney  has  a  prestigious  place  among  the  insti- 
itions  of  higher  learning  The  campus  reminded 
:  the  campuses  in  Oxford  and  Cambridge  in 
igland  which  I  used  to  visit  during  my  theolo- 
ical  training  in  Warminster,  Wiltshire  during  the 

;ademic  year  1961  _ '62.  The  quadrangle  and 

le  architecture  of  the  buildings  are  exactly  as  in 
le  British  Universities. 

After  spending  some  time  in  the  spacious 
ffice  of  Professor  Ebied  and  his  colleagues  I 
loved  to  the  university  library.  My  Indian  friend 
te  Revd.  George  Oomen  is  doing  Ph.  D.  in  history 
•epartment  in  the  same  university.  He  showed 
le  around  the  library.  I  was  amazed  at  the  pro¬ 
fess  in  the  facilities  available  to  students.  Instead 
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of  turning  every  card  in  the  catalogue  shelves  nov 
computers  are  there  in  the  catalogue  room.  Th 
students  go  and  press  the  button,  then  they  cai 
read  the  details  of  shelf  number  etc.  in  thi 
computer.  It  watched  the  Revd.  George  Oomes 
pressing  the  buttons  to  find  out  whether  a  specia 
book  of  a  particular  author  was  in  that  library  am 
I  was  intrigued  to  propose  to  him  to  press  th 
buttons  for  MAR  APREM  in  the  author's  place  an< 
wait  for  the  names  of  my  books  to  appear  on  th 
screen.  I  was  under  the  wrong  impression  tha 
at  least  the  name  of  my  book  Bishop's  Jokes  wi 
appear  on  the  screen.  To  my  unpleasant  surpris 
the  word  ''nil"  appeared  on  the  screen.  Whei 
rhe  subject  "Nestorian"  was  pressed  the  names  c 
150  books  by  several  authors  on  this  topic  kept  i 
that  library  began  to  appear  on  the  screen. 

The  Revd.  George  Gomen  was  suggestini 
that  we  should  have  such  computers  in  ou 
f  braries  in  India.  Although  it  is  expensive  an< 
our  universities  and  theological  seminaries  can  ill 
afford  such  an  expensive  equipment,  taking  int< 
consideration  the  tremendous  progress  Indian 
have  made  in  the  computer  technology,  I  feel  tha 
the  days  are  not  far  off  for  students  in  India 
libraries  to  check  a  book  in  a  few  seconds  wit! 
the  help  of  the  software. 

The  Voice  of  the  East  had  a  subscriber  in  th 
University  of  Sydney.  I  had  corresponded  wit 
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im.  Then  i  remembered  his  name  Dr.  Gregory 
illet.  He  was  in  the  Department  of  Religious 

tudies.  I  began  to  enquire  about  his  where- 

bouts.  He  had  given  up  teaching  in  the 
niversity  some  t  me  ago.  I  checked  in  one  or 

vo  offices.  Nobody  seemed  to  know  his  present 
bdress.  I  know  the  Voice  of  the  East  was  still 
eing  posted  to  Wentworth  Building  in  the  Uni- 

ersity  of  Sydney.  But  I  was  told  that  such 
lentif ication  did  not  help  to  trace  the  person, 
everal  people  had  post  box  numbers  in  the 
/entworth  Building.  I  checked  the  computer  in 
te  library,  to  find  out  his  latest  book  to  search  for 
is  current  address.  That  did  not  take  us  anywhere 

xcept  to  tell  the  people  that  the  Gregory  Tillet 
am  looking  for  is  the  author  of  such  and  such  a 
ook.  Finally  the  lady  receptionist  in  the  staff 
ffice  room  turned  out  to  be  really  helpful.  She 

Hephoned  to  a  couple  of  places  and  got  me  con- 
ected  to  231  0922.  Then  I  was  able  to  talk  to 
im  over  the  phone.  After  leaving  the  University 
e  works  at  the  anti- Discrimination  Board  in  the 

egal  &  General  House  in  Bent  Street,  Sydney 
ity.  We  were  happy  to  talk  to  each  other  over 
le  phone,  although  there  was  no  time  for  me  to 

leet  him  personally,  I  said,  "Next  time  I  will  see 
ou."  I  do  not  know  when  it  is,  if  there  is  one  or 
tore  such  visits. 


62 


Australian  Assyrians 


Although  Sydney  University  library  has  three 
million  books,  each  professor  has  a  good  library 
of  reference  books  and  several  special  books  in 
his  particular  field.  I  looked  at  the  books  in  the 
shelves  of  Professor  Ebied  in  his  office  in  the 
University.  In  addition  to  the  several  books  they 
edit  or  articles  they  contribute  to  scholarly  inter¬ 
national  journals,  the  professors  will  have  some 
dissertations  for  which  they  were  first  or  the 

*  second  examiner*  One  such  dissertation  for  M.  A 
(Honours)  submitted  by  Gordon  Jackson  to  the 
University  of  Sydney  in  December  1975'  capturec 
my  attention.  Prof.  Ebied  w as  teaching  in  Englanc 
at  that  time.  This  dissertation  was  sent  to  him  ir 
England  from  Sydney. 

Gordon  Jackson,  Mariology  in  the  Poetry  o\ 
St  Ephraem  of  Syria.  "A  study  of  the  Mario- 
logical  writings  of  the  Ephraemic  School  with 
special  reference  both  to  developments  ir 
Modern  Theolcgy  and  the  historical  growth  o1 
Marian  Poetry."  (Dissertation  for  M.  A 
(Honours)  in  the  University  of  Sydney 
December  1975  ) 

Jackson  concludes  this  dissertatian  statinc 
that  "let  those  who  are  experts  in  theology  learr 
from  Ephrem  of  Edessa.'  Pope  Benedict  in  1920, 
declaring  Mar  Aprem  as  the  doctor  of  the  Uni¬ 
versal  Church  stated,  'bishops  should  learn  anc 
use  forms  of  art  to  promote  Christian  doctrine.' 
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rhrem  lived  "among  a  people  of  an  ardent  tern* 
rament,  easily  affected  by  poetry  and  music, 
id  he  used  songs  and  music  in  order  to  clothe 
ligious  teachings  so  as  to  win  over  the  young 
greater  familiarity  with  Christian  doctrine,  and 
rpose  false  teachings  by  the  very  way  in  which 
ay  were  being  spread  '  (Jackson,  thesis,  p.  295). 

Not  only  m  his  office  library,  but  also  in  his 

•use,  there  is  a  spacious  area  with  books  and 
cyclopaedias  in  many  languages.  There  is  a 
/imming  pool  in  his  backyard.  But  I  am  told 
at  he  does  not  swim.  So  in  that  respect  we 
ve  something  in  common.  I  wished  that  I  had 

little  more  time  to  look  at  his  valuable  books. 

% 

ying  and  working  in  India  I  do  not  often  have 
cess  to  good  libraries  and  the  latest  books, 
hough  Professor  Ebied  and  his  hospitable  wife 

s  and  their  son  had  thrown  their  house  open  to 
e  and  made  me  feel  at  home,  I  could  not  spare 

ore  than  two  days  to  live  in  that  house. 

$ 

i  was  able  to  see  a  film  on  Coptic  Orthodox 
lurch  in  Egypt  which  he  was  planning  to  show 
Kottayam  two  weeks  later  for  the  world  Syriac 
inference.  But  Professor  Ebied  had  to  cancel 
s  Indian  trip  as  he  was  too  busy  with  a  lot  of 
ings.  He  is  not  a  mere  academician  or  a 
holar,  he  is  present  and  active  every  where  In 
s  Coptic  Orthodox  Church  in  Sydney  he  takes 
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interest.  He  is  fully  involved  in  several  socio¬ 
cultural  activities  of  the  Arabs  etc. 

Isis,  wife  of  the  Professor,  is  an  equally 
sociable  person.  Although  she  had  never  seen 

me  before  when  I  telephoned  first  she  talked  to 
me  in  such  a  way  that  I  should  definitely  meet 

Professor  Ebied  as  ''he  was  dying  to  meet  me." 
She  is  a  physical  education  instructress  in  a  high 

school  and  works  hard  everywhere.  She  has 
many  relatives  in  Sydney  and  she  needs  two 

telephones  to  talk  to  all  relatives  and  friends. 

Since  she  uses  the  telephone  for  long  convers¬ 
ations.  Professor  was  not  finding  the  telephone 
free  for  him  to  talk  to  his  friends.  Hence  the  second 
phone  was  installed.  Now  Isis  uses  both  the  phones. 
It  was  an  interesting  sight  for  me  to  watch. 
After  talking  for  ten  minutes,  she  moves  to 
answer  the  second  phone,  when  it  rings  and 
talks  to  the  second  person,  making  the  first  person 
wait  for  a  few  minutes.  Once  she  almost  forgot 

that  there  was  another  woman  waiting  at  the 
other  end  of  the  other  phone.  After  watching  her 
talk  on  the  two  phones  I  understand  the  wisdom 

of  the  telephone  department  in  India  which  is 
planning  to  restrict  the  duration  of  the  local 

calls  At  present  we  in  India  often  talk  for  half 
an  hour  on  a  local  call  as  there  is  no  restriction 

• 

There  is  a  tot  more  to  write  about  this  friendly 
Professor.  We  will  read  about  it  in  the  next  chapter 
when  we  deal  with  the  Lebanese  and  the  Copts. 
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The  well  known  Indian  writer  a  former  ^iplo- 
st  and  Parliamentarian,  Mr.  Khushwant  Sinqh 
rites  about  his  experience  in  the  Sydney  Univer- 
:y  He  writes  in  his  int^restihg  travelogue  Around 
e  World  with .  Khushwant  Singh,  1978,  1983, 
79).  .  t  r;  I  - 


MS/ 


r  t< 


"Then  comes  the  ordeal  I  am  scheduled  to 

* 

deliver  a  lunch-hour  talk  to  the  students  of 
Sydney  University.  I  am  mentally  prepared 
to  speak  to  a  small  group  of  Indians  and 
their  Australian  girl-friends  (or  Vice-Versa) 
in  a  small  classroom.  What  confronts  me  is 
a  vast  sunlit  quadrangle  with  a  thousand  boys 
and  girls  swilling  beer,  munching  sand  wiches, 
gossiping  or  cuddling.  It  requires  market¬ 
place  oratory  which  vendors  of  herbal 
medicines  and  Christian  missionaries  practised 
half  a  century  ago.  I  yell  over  the  microphone. 

I  fight  a  losing  battle  against  beet;-*  and 
smoking.  8v  the  time  I  am  finished,  \  am  a 
nervous  wreck." 

"A  few  hours  later  I  am  subjected  to  a 
reverse  experience  at  the*  New  South  Wales  , 
Universityj  I  am  scheduled  to  speak  on  the 
Sikhs.  I  prepaie  myself  for  mass  oratory. 

I  find  myself  at  one  end  of  a  table  alongside 
Professor  Mukerjee  with  a  dozen  very 
scholarly-looking  academics,  including  Marie 
Munster  who  has  written  a  thesis  on  the 


66 


Australian  Assyrians 


Sikh  community  in  Australia.  The  experi¬ 
ence  is  more  unnerving  than  the  iunch-hour 
nightmare.  I  ramble  on  and  on  interrupted 
only  by  a  kookaburra  which  alights  on  the 
window  sill  and  mocks  my  academic  pretens¬ 
ions  with  its  jackassish  laughter/' 

Sydney  is  the  largest  city  in  Australia  like 
New  York  in  the  USA  or  Bombay  or  Calcutta  in 
India.  It  is  not  the  capital  city.  Canberra,  the 
capital  city,  is  like  Washington  in  the  USA  or  New 
Delhi  in  India.  Since  I  did  not  visit  Canberra,  I  do 

not  comment  about  it  in  this  book.  But  Sydney 
has  its  share  of  the  evils  of  a  big  city,  the  drugs, 
the  drinks,  prostitution,  robbery  etc.  It  has  its  plus 
points  too.  Khushwant  Singh  writes:  (P.  77) 

"My  window  looks  down  upon  the  massive 
Sydney  Bridge  and  the  petal-shaped  Opera 
House,  the  pride  of  Austraiia.  It  is  an  ugly 
building  which  has  become  the  Mecca  of 
Australian  ballet  and  classical  music.  The 
Australians  are  a  remarkable  combination  of 
talents— the  world's  bast  cricketers,  tennis 
p  ayers,  swimmers  and  now  hockey  players 
as  well.  They  have  also  produced  some  of 
the  world's  best  singers,  ballet  dancers  and 
writers.  Opera  singer  Melba  was  Australian." 
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The  above  mentioned  author  has  the  follow- 
I  interesting  observation  to  make.  In  P.  £7 
his  book  quoted  earlier  he  writes: 

"One  more  encounter  is  scheduled:  an  after- 
dinner  speech  at  a  combination  of  Sydney  s 
Rotary  Clubs.  I n  India  Rotarians  are  drawn 
from  the  elite  of  the  business  community  and 
meet  in  the  fanciest  of  five-star  hotels.  Not  so 
in  Australia.  We  assemble  in  the  cafeteria  of 
a  Sports  Club.  The  President  besides  whom 
I  am  seated  is  a  baker  (biker).  I  soon  discover 
that  he  is  not  sure  where  India  is  on  the  map. 
And  isn't  Pakistan  a  part  of  India  and  the 
language  of  the  people  Hindoo?  I  get  away 
with  a  few  jokes  and  thunderous  applause  as 
I  raise  my  tumbler  of  whisky  to  propose  a 
toast  to  Indo-Australian  friendship." 


CHAPTER  5 


THE  LEBANESE  AND  THE  COPT! 


hi 


On'22nd  August  the  Lebanese  Christians 

j  i  t  /{  *  j  v  »  1  r»‘.  vH  <i  * "  «■*(!»' 

Sydney  area  had  a  special  dinner.  It  was  the  dc 

»-i  ‘  •  t>  l  til  i  I  till*"  ? '  T  * 

they  remember  the  15  day  fast  in  honour  of  tf 

I  <  4  \  *  Ml*  -  Ml  J  Uv 

Blessed  Virgin  Mary.  In  our  Church  it  begins  c 
14th‘August  and  concludes  on  28th  A  gust.. 

(%  f|  4.1  j  P  M  •  >  ! 

was  in  Ukranian  hall,  a  spacious  hall,  that  cou! 

1 1  Dtp  ♦  •  >  J  |  (,  i  "  f  >  r»  I  P  I  1 

comfortably  seat  hundreds  of  people.  I  think  thei 
was  more  than  a  thousand  persons  for  dinrn 
that  night.  1  went  with  Professor  and  Mrs.  Ehie 


Tony  Arraj  Manager  of  a  Real  Estate  Businej 
named  H .  T.  Wills  8-  Co.  in  Lakemba,  was  therel 
receive  us.  His  brother  Ray  Arraj  and  family  wei 
there.  We  were  seated  at  the  head  table  wit 
him.  The  M.  P.  from  Lakemba  along  with  h 
wife  were  the  chief  guests.  Although  they  a? 
not  Lebanese,  and  therefore  do  not  know  th 
Lebanese  dance  music,  being  politicians  the 
have  to  dance  to  the  tunes  of  all  the  voters  i 
their  constituency.  Being  a  religious  man  i 
cassock,  i  am  always  exempted  from  such  sock 
events. 
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My  host  had  asked  me  whether  it  was  appro- 
iate  for  me  to  attend  such  a  semi  social  dime, 
rc*  it  was  in  memory  of  St.  Mary  I  thought 
at  there  is  nothing  wrong  in  su :h  a  dinner, 
rcourse  1  do  not  drink  wine  or  any  liquor.  If  there, 
e  more  people  like  me  who  refuse  to  drink 
rqng  drinks,  Coca  Cola  company  will  make 
ore  profits. 

TheMaronite  priest  was  there.  In  Lebanon 
e  Maronite  Church  is  the  major  Christian  deno¬ 
nation.  It  is  a  Catholic  Church.  Several  peop'e 
ked  abautour  Church.  It  was  a  good  oppor- 
nity  to  meet  a  lot  of  Lebanese  people  and  listen 
their  beautiful  singing.  Although  Lebanon  is 
small  country  these  friends  told  me  that  there 
e  about  a  quarter  million  Lebanese  people  in 

i 

ustralia. 

As  a  whole  the  Lebanese  people  are  edu- 
ited  and  well  settled  From  the  expensive  dress 
ey  wore  for  the  dinner  that  night  they  appeared 
•  be  upper  middle  class.  But  the  dinner  dress 
ay  not  be  the  best  identification  to  determine 
e  affluence  of  a  community.  We  had  to  get  out 
?fore  the  dinner  programme  was  over,  as  we 
3d  to  go  for  Sunday  service  the  next  morning. 

The  Coptic  Orthodox  community  has  several 
hurches  in  Sydney.  They  have  a  Cathedral  and 
:her  Churches.  They  conduct  service  in  the 
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Coptic  language,  Arabic  as  well  as  in  English. 
When  we  went  to  the  Coptic  Orthodox  Church  on 
Sunday  23  August  the  service  had  begun.  The 
older  priest  who  was  celebrat  ng  the  communion 

directed  the  younger  priest  to  come  out  of  the  altar 
and  welcome  me.  He  took  me  to  the  altar.  He 

spok*  a  few  words  of  welcome  to  me.  I  replied  in 
a  few  word?,  which  is  unusual  for  my  nature!  I  am 
accused  to  be  a  man  of  many  words.  But  realising 
the  long  service  of  the  Coptic  Orthodox  I  decided 
to  be  as  brief  as  possible.  I  felt  at  home  with  both 
the  priests,  Fr.  Tadros  and  Fr.  Macaris.  I  am  not 
sure  about  the  name  of  the  second  priest. 

I  did  not  note  down  the  name.  I  trusted  my 
memory.  But  as  months  had  passed  I  realise  now 
I  cannot  trust  my  memory.  This  is  recorded  here 
as  a  word  of  caution  to  my  fellow  writers. 

Candles  were  lit  and  held  by  each  one  going 
to  receive  the  Holy  communion  Even  a  towel  was 
also  held  in  their  hands  while  they  were  receiving 
the  holy  bread.  Actually  the  Professor's  son 
was  denied  the  Holy  Communion  as  he  had  not 
gone  for  the  Confession.  In  the  modern  world 
many  people  consider  it  their  obligation  to  parti¬ 
cipate  in  Holy  Services.  Even  if  they  do  not 
understand  Coptic  language  they  solemnly  attend 
the  Holy  service  on  Sundays. 

Miriam  was  being  Christened  that  morning. 
My  hosts  are  friends  of  the  family  of  the  baby  girl 
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o  was  being  baptised.  As  I  had  to  go  to  lead 
*rvice  and  preach  in  Malayalam,  my  mother 
gue,  for  Indian  Christians  from  Kerala  frcm 
:erent  denominations,  1  took  leave  but  I  pro- 
ed  to  join  them  by  4  p.  m,  for  the  party. 

The  baptism  party  was  in  a  club.  My  Indian 
;ts  took  me  to  the  place.  The  guests  started 
ning  Since  I  do  not  eat  meat  ever  since 
;ame  a  bishop  in  1 968,  I  had  nothing  much  to^ 

there.  The  main  item  was  a  big  lamb  baked 
ull  size  and  the  guests  can  cut  pieces  from  the 
)ked  animal  and  eat.  I  took  some  vegetables 
I  had  already  eaten  Kerala  meal  after  the 
layalam  service  a  couple  of  hours  earlier. 

"The  grand  mother  of  the  baptised  baby 
iam  is  our  best  cook  for  baking  cakes  " 
lounced  my  hosts.  So  I  was  told  that  should 
te  everyone  of  these  delicious  sweets.  Although 
onfessed  that  I  am  a  diabetic  patient,  the  next 
v  minutes  I  ate  the  sweets,  as  if  I  was  not 
ious  about  my  diabetes.  They  weie  real 
licious  sweets ! 

I  was  an  attraction  to  many  with  my  gown 
i  headgear  etc.  A  reporter  from  an  Arabic 
/vspaper  Al-Moharrer  was  there.  He  photo- 
phed  me  profusely  and  published  a  large  size 
oto  of  mine  along  with  Prof.  R.  Y.  Ebied  in 
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addition  to  some  photographs  of  the  Christening 
of  Miriam  in  the  edition  of  4  Sept  1987. 

* 

V 

Most  of  the  guests  at  this  function  wen 
immigrants  from  Egypt.  There  are  a  lot  of  peoph 
from  Egypt  living  in  Sydney.  Perhaps  t hes* 
baptisms  and  marriages  are  rare  occasions  to 
many  of  these  ethnic  minorities  in  Australia  wh< 
can  gather  together  and  talk  in  their  mother  tongue 
Arabic.  Although  Coptic  language  is  the  ecclesia 
stical  tongue  for  the  Coptic  Christians,  most  of  thesi 
Coptic  Christians  do  not  know  Coptic  language 
Arabic  is  their  language  they  learned  in  Egypi 
Even  after  immigrating  to  Australia  they  keep  the i 
Arabic  language  alive.  The  ethnic  groups  keej 
their  identity  in  the  country  of  their  sojourn.  The1 
have  their  special  foods,  music,  culture  etc.  Al 
the  ethnic  groups  are  living  in  two  worlds,  on< 
their  home  land,,  the  second,  Australia.  It  i 
anybody's  guess  how  much  ethnic  identity  css 
be  retained  after  living  in  Australia  for  one  o 
two  generations. 


CHAPTER  6 


Indians  in  Australia 


The  telephone  rang  in  the  Assyrian  home  in 
elbourne.  The  caller  asked  for  me  and  began 
talk  in  Malayalam,  my  mother  tongue.  I  was 
jasantly  surprised  that  I  talk  to  somebody 

Melbourne  in  Malayalam.  He  was  the 
;v.  P.  K.  Zachariah,  an  Orthodox  priest,  who 
also  a  doctor  in  Homoeopathy.  He  believes 
healing  the  soul  and  the  body.  He  is  from 
/  state  of  Kerala.  He  was  not  known  to  me 
:rsonally  but  he  had  known  from  my  Assyrian 
ists  about  my  visit  to  Australia. 

He  is  a  celibate  like  myself  and  is  very 
*ict  about  observing  fasting  etc  which  is  not 
ry  much  appreciated  by  his  own  Church 
jmbers  living  in  a  Western  society.  Even 
iring  the  reception  for  us  he  did  not  take  tea 
ito  6  p.  in.,  because  he  did  not  take  milk  on 
iday.  At  6  p.  m.  the  day  turned  to  Saturday 
d  so  he  was  able  to  take  the  tea  which  was 
xed  with  milk.  He  was  jokingly  remarking 
at  the  guests  would  be  late  in  arriving  for  the 
:eting  which  was  originally  scheduled  for 
a.  m.  Since  it  got  delayed  we  took  tea  only 
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around  6  p.  m.  I  heard  a  complaint  that  hh 
Sunday  services  are  too  long.  In  Kerala  you  could 
have  such  a  long  service;  but  in  Australia 
the  young  people  did  neither  appreciate  nor 
understand  such  long  service 

Fr.  Zacharia  told  me  that  the  Indian 
Association  was  celebrating  the  40th  anniversary 
of  the  Independence  of  India.  One  of  his 
Church  members  Mr.  Tom  Thomas  wanted  me 
to  attend  the  celebrations.  Mr.  Tom  Thomas  is 
the  President  of  the  Indian  Association.  Since 
the  Indian  High  Commissioner  to  Australia  His 
Excellency  Mr.  Ansari  was  coming  and  the 
Federal  Minister  of  Immigration  the  Honourable 
Mich  Young  was  speaking  at  the  function.  I  was 
happy  to  attend  the  same.  It  was  an  exciting 
opportunity  for  me  to  meet  about  one  thousand 
Indians. 

It  was  slightly  raining  that  day.  Wt  had  to 
run  in  the  rain  from  the  neighbouring  car  Park. 
In  all  the  Western  cities  parking  is  a  serious 
problem,  if  there  is  a  large  number  of  guests 
attending  a  function.  Since  every  body  comes 
in  a  car,  you  have  to  find  parking  place.  The 
function  was  in  Prahran  town  hall.  I  had  to 
rush  after  conducting  service  for  the  Assyrians 
in  Si.  Andrews  Cuaich,  Pascoe  Vale  to  the 
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Prahran  area.  Lunch  was  in  buffet  style,  and 
there  was  a  long  queue.  Fortunately  some  of 
the  hosts  brought  food  for  me,  thereby  saving 
time  of  standing  in  the  long  queue.  I  did  not 
have  problem  with  food,  as  there  were  a  lot  of 
/egetarians  among  the  Indians. 

Punjabis  were  in  plenty.  It  was  easy  to 
distinguish  them  from  their  beards  and  turbans, 
sometimes  it  is  better  to  identify  persons  from 
heir  external  appearence  without  asking  them, 
f  you  hear  the  language  of  some  people  you 
enow  what  linguistic  state  they  came  from.  But 
3unjabis  are  the  only  people  who  can  be  identi- 
‘ied  from  their  beards  and  turbans.  It  was  a 
;urse  for  me  to  be  identified  as  a  Punjabi 
mmediately  after  the  assassination  of  Mrs. Indira 
jandhi,  late  Prime  Minister  of  India  or  31 
Dctober  1984.  Even  in  trains  some  heads  with 
>eards  and  turbans  were  cut  off  and  kept 
eparated  before  they  reached  their  destination, 
n  the  train  journey  some  people  untied  their 
urban  to  hide  their  identity.  But  it  was  not 
asy  to  shave  off  such  thick  beard  during  the 
ourney.  Hence  these  punjabis  were  murdered 
n  the  train. 

I  had  booked  a  berth  in  the  train  from 
'richur  to  Nagpur  to  attend  the  executive 
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committee  meeting  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  I  got  ready  to  start  my  journey.  Bul 
some  of  my  friends  telephoned  to  me  not  to 
travel  because  they  suspected  that  my  head  will 
be  cut  off  if  I  travelled  with  my  beard.  I  was 
not  willing  to  shave  off  my  beard  which  I  have 
been  nursing  since  I  became  a  full  priest  on  13 
June  1965.  Finally  l  cancelled  that  trip  because 
there  was  some  justifiable  excuse  to  be  absent 
as  long  as  I  wanted  to  keep  my  beard.  Many 
bearded  persons  had  perished  on  that  fateful 
day  not  only  in  the  city  of  Delhi  but  also  in 
many  trains.  My  sleep  in  that  berth  booked  foi 
me  may  have  ended  up  in  my  death. 

There  was  no  animosity  between  tht 
Punjabis  and  other  Indians  in  Australia: 
although  in  India  some  distrust  and  hatred 
remained  in  the  minds  of  some  people  owing  to 
the  assassination  of  Mrs.  Indira  Gandhi  by  her 
Punjabi  bodyguards  on  the  unsolved  Punjabi 
problem.  As  the  Indian  government  would 
never  permit  the  autonomy  of  Punjab,  especially 
because  of  its  strategic  location  on  the  North 
West  border  of  India  close  to  our  not  -  too  ■ 
friendly  neighbour  Pakistan.  Moreover  if  the 
Indian  government  grants  some  sort  of  autono¬ 
my  to  Punjab,  other  states  in  the  North  East 
Tndia  such  as  Mizoram,  Nagaland  etc  with  a 
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najority  of  Christian  population  would  also 
iemand  autonomy.  As  a  Christian  i  feel  sorry 
or  the  killing  of  one  another  in  the  name  of 
eligion. 

The  40th  anniversary  of  the  Indian 
ndependence  was  a  happy  occasion  to  all  the 
ndians  who  participated  in  the  function.  All 
he  Indians  were  happy  that  they  are  Indians 
nd  they  all  were  equally  happy  to  stay  away 
rom  India.  Some  Indians  appealed  to  the 
7ederal  Minister  of  Immigration  to  relax  some 
mmigration  rules  to  make  it  possible  for  more 
ndians  to  come  to  settle  down  in  Australia. 

The  Independence  day  function  was  organiz¬ 
ed  by  Australia-India  Society  of  Victoria  Incor. 
lorated,  with  headquarters  in  Melbourne,  which 
s  the  capital  city  of  the  state  of  Victoria.  There 
/as  also  a  display  of  collections  of  photographs 
nd  books  by  noted  Indian  authors  Ms.  Moore 
nd  Mrs.  Krishnan. 

The  formal  function  began  at  2-30  p.  m. 
fter  lunch.  Mr.  Tom  Thomas  welcomed  the 
lonourable  Minister  and  His  Excellency  the 
Tigh  Commissioner  who  is ,  the  patron  of  this 
ociety.  He  made  a  special  mention  of  me. 

was  the  only  bishop  present  on  the  occasion, 
t  is  true  that  none  of  the  Churches  in  Australia 
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have  Indian  bishops.  I  was  told  that  many  years 
ago  Australia  was  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Anglican  bishop  of  Calcutta,  India  who  was  the 
highest  protestant  ecclesiastical  dignitary  east  of 
the  little  island  called  Britain,  which  ruled  not 
only  India  but  also  Australia  and  many  other 
countries. 

The  National  Anthems  of  Australia  and 
India  were  sung  at  the  commencement  of  the 
public  function.  In  addition  to  the  speeches  by 
the  Federal  Minister  and  the  Indian  High 
Commissioner  we  had  songs  in  Malayalam  and 
Hindi  by  Dr.  Sarat  Chandran,  who  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  me  as  the  nephew  of  the  famous 
philosopher  and  Hindu  monk  from  Kerala  His 
Holiness  Nitya  Chaitanya  Yeti.  Dr.  Sarat 
Chandran  sings  and  plays  instruments.  I  noticed 
the  tabla  was  played  by  an  Indian  lady  and 
synthasizer  was  played  by  an  Australian  lady. 

The  Bhangra  dance  by  the  Punjab  group, 
Gujarati  folk  dance  by  Gujarat  Mandal,  Mala¬ 
yalam  music  by  George  Thomas,  Bengali  music 
by  Mrs.  Anjana  Mukerjee,  as  well  as  the  music 
by  Shanti  Balgovind  and  group  were  enjoyed. 
Perhaps  the  Punjabi  dance  was  better.  The 
Bharata  natyam,  the  classical  dance  of  South 
India,  was  presented  by  the  students  of 
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)r.  Chandra  Bhanu  who  is  a  well  known  man  in 
his  field. 

Indians  away  from  home  do  have  a  great 
anging  for  Indian  music  and  culture.  The  news 
itter  has  announcements  of  the  forthcoming 
)eeva// festival  celebrations  scheduled  for  17  Oct. 
lot  only  mundane  matters  but  also  spiritual 
tatters  attract  the  attention  of  these  Indians 
broad.  The  videotapes  of  the  discourses  of  all 
he  16  chapters  of  the  Holy  Gita  by  His  Holiness 
wami  Chinmayananda  were  announced  in  this 
ewslttter.  US  500  (Indian  Rupees  6,  500)  per 
et.  Swanti  Chinmayananda  is  from  my  home- 
twn  of  Trichur  and  he  studied  in  the  same 
ollege,  St.  Thomas  College,  a  few  years  before 
te  as  he  is  23  years  older  than  I  am.  He  is 
nown  as  the  best  authority  on  Holy  Gita.  He 
a  well  known  speaker  and  a  writer.  Hindu 
digion  is  richer  by  his  talents. 

Although  the  different  linguistic  associations 
ime  together  to  celebrate  the  Indian  Independ- 
lce  day,  they  have  their  different  cultural 
rogrammes.  The  Bengali  Association  of  Victora 

rtnounced  a  Ballet  programme  at  Alexander 
heatre  for  11  Oct.  87.  It  was  by  Mamata 
hankar,  the  famous  dancer.  She  is  the  daughter 

f  Uday  and  Amala  Shankar  and  niece  of  Pandit 
avi  Shankar.  I  have  great  appreciation  of  the 
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talents  of  Ravi  Shankar,  because  I  learn  sitar  the 
Indian  instrument  which  Pandit  Ravi  Shankar 
made  popular  universally.  I  even  promised  that 
next  time  when  I  come  to  Australia  I  would 
carry  my  sitar. 

The  brochure  about  this  ballet  programme 
describes  the  talents  of  Mamata  Shankar  and 
her  husband  Chandrodoy  Ghosh  as  follows: 

“In  the  exemplary  tradition  set  by  the 
legendary  Uday  Shankar,  Mamata  Shankar 
Ballet  Troupe  consisting  of  young  talented  Dan¬ 
cers,  give  a  new  dimension  to  Indian  choreography 
the  intricate  footwork,  the  lyrical  grace  of  Indian 
classical  dance  blends  well  with  the  vibrant  folk 
dances  of  India.  Mamata  with  her  Director 
husband  Chandrodoy  has  created  a  meaningful 
dance-form,  which  is  innovative  yet  traditional— 
a  unique  synthesis  of  graceful  body  movements 
and  sinewy  earthiness.  A  format  that'  encom¬ 
passes  youthful  vigor  with  sensitive  serenity  —  a 
contemporary  language  evolved  in  dance  which 
has  universal  relevance.” 

It  is  very  difficult  to  ascertain  the  exact 
number  of  Indian  immigrants  in  Australia. 

Some  Indians  came  from  Malaysia  to  settle 
down  in  Australia.  Mr-  Khushwant  Singh  made 
an  attempt  to  survey  the  number  of  Indians  in 
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ustralia.  This  is  what  he  has  to  say  about  this 
•pic.  In  Around  the  World  he  writes: 
Melbourne  has  nearly  a  hundred  Indian  doctors 
id  some  students  in  its  three  universities.” 
>.  70). 

The  Melbourne  University  developed  an 
idian  Studies  Centre  headed  by  the  Bengalee 
rofessors  Dr.  S.  N.  Ray  and  Dr.  Desai. 
lthough  Professors  from  Kerala  are  teaching 
many  universities  in  the  U.  S.  A.  and  Canada, 
could  not  find  any  Kerala  professor  in  the 
ustralian  universities.  The  Monasch  Univer- 
ty’s  professor  of  English  is  an  English  man 
ichard  Panell  whose  wife  Sujatha  is  from  my 
jmetown  Trichur;  at  least  her  mother  who 
any  years  ago  moved  to  Malaysia  and  now  lives 
Singapore.  After  some  years  many  people 
m  claim  multinational  connections  whose  roots 
recent  years  go  back  to  more  than  one 
>untry. 

About  the  composition  of  the  Indian 
immunity  in  Australia  Mr.  Khushwant  Singh 
•mrnents:  (Pp.  76  and  77). 

“I  try  and  gather  statistics  of  the  Indian 
community  in  Australia.  It  is  estimated 
that  there  are  about  20,000  Indians  and 
over  1,00,000  Anglo-Indians  who  no  longer 
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acknowledge  their  Oriental  ancestry. 
Gujaratis  are  the  most  numerous, 
followed  by  Punjabis  (mainly  Sikhs), 
Tamilians,  Mangaloreans  and  Goans. 
All  of  them  are  doing  well — some  doctors 
and  engineers  are  in  Clover.” 


As  may  be  expected,  where  there  are 
Indians  there  is  a  proliferation  of  Indian 
Associations.  There  is  the  India  League 
of  Australia,  the  Australian  Society, 
several  Sikh,  Bangla,  Gujarati  and  Goan 
Associations.  None  of  them  get  on  with 
the  others.” 

In  an  article  entitled  “Anglo  -  Indians 
Down  Under”  in  Express  Magazine  dated  27 
September,  1987  Coralie  Younger  writes: 

“They  have  entered  the  professions  as 
doctors,  engineers  and  journalists,  gone 
into  business,  government  employment, 
academic  and  computer  technology. 

,  Beginning  with  limited  resources,  most 
now  possess  the  trappings  of  material 
success — home,  cars,  television,  video  and 

surplus  funds  for  entertainment  and  over¬ 
seas  holidays. 
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They  have  transplanted  many  of  the 
activities  and  customs  they  employed  in 
India,  to  Australia.  Rangers  Clubs 
operate  in  most  Australian  states,  they 
hold  community  dances  and  parties  which 
outside  guests  attend.  The  non  Anglo- 
Indian  spouses,  girlfriends  and  boyfriends 
are  increasingly  evident. 

The  community  has  retained  its  distin¬ 
ctive  cuisine:  a  mixture  of  Indian  and 
Western  dishes.  In  fact  Anglo-Indians 
appear  even  fonder  of  Indian  food  than 
before.” 

The  above  article  describes  in  detail  about 
he  Anglo-Indian  community  in  Australia  who 
ave  to  prove  that  they  have  50  per  cent  British 
lood.  Therefore  several  Anglo-Indians  hide 
teir  Indian  connection  because  it  may  delay 
leir  claim  to  Australian  citizenship.  Anyhow 
lakh  (an  Indian  word  for  a  hundred  thousand) 
i  a  good  number  for  Anglo  Indians  to  manage 
:>  emigrate  to  Australia.  In  India  unfortunately 
tme  Anglo-Indians  live  in  poverty.  About 
leir  land  of  their  sojourn,  the  above  mentioned 
rticle  concludes: 

“Anglo-Indians  in  Australia  consider 
they  are  now  “Home”.  Meanwhile  those 
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who  remain  in  India,  many  poor  and 
neglected  by  their  relatives  who  have 
escaped,  still  dream  of  going  “Home”, 
•but  that  elusive  home  in  Britain  whicl 
has  been  displaced  for  many  by  th^ 
opportunities  available  to  them  ir 
Australia,  recedes  further  and  further  oui 
of  their  reach.” 

“How  come  you  come  to  Sydney  withoul 
informing  me?”  was  the  question  which  the 
Rev  George  Oommen  asked  me  when  he  knew 
of  my  presence  in  Sydney.  A  few  months  ago  ir 
Bangalore  he  had  told  me  that  he  was  going  tc 
Australia  to  do  his  Ph.  D.  But  my  knowledge 
of  the  names  of  the  cities  in  Australia  was  very 
limited  as  I  had  not  gone  to  Australia  at  that 
time.  Now  after  having  visited  Australia  my 
knowledge  of  geography  has  considerably  incre¬ 
ased.  You  never  know  how  much  difference  it 
makes  once  you  visit  a  country.  Now  when 
somebody  refers  to  Sydney.  Melbourne, 
Adelaide,  Canberra  etc  I  get  a  very  clear  picture 
in  my  mind,  although  the  last  two  cities  mentioned 
here  were  not  visited  by  me. 

“You  should  eat  at  least  one  breakfast  in 
our  home”  the  Revd.  George  Oommen  insisted' 
When  I  agreed  to  eat  breakfast  I  did  not  tell  him 
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hat  I  did  not  eat  meat.  It  was  my  custom  to 
ell  my  hosts  that  I  did  not  eat  meat  when  ever 
was  invited  for  a  lunch  or  a  dinner  because  I 
mow  the  hosts  usually  prepare  meat  for  lunch 
nd  supper.  If  I  did  not  eat  what  they  had 
pecially  prepared  for  me,  they  would  naturally 
eel  bad.  but  for  breakfast  1  never  thought 
ieople  prepare  chicken  etc.  At  least  in  Kerala 
/here  I  come  from  meat  is  prepared  for  lunch 
nd  supper  and  never  for  breakfast.  When  we 
at  for  breakfast  the  chicken  was  served.  Then 
/ith  apology  I  explained  ever  since  I  became  a 
>ishop  in  Sept  1968  I  never  ate  meat.  As  per 
he  tradition  in  our  Church  bishops  are  monks 
nd  hence  abstain  from  meat  and  marriage. 

Although  I  did  not  eat  much  of  what  was 
nought  to  the  table,  we  all  were  happy  that  I 
ould  visit  that  family  in  such  a  distant  land, 
'he  Revd.  George  Oommen’s  wife  works  as  a 
urse  in  Sydney  and  their  two  children  go  to 
chool.  Most  of  the  Indians  in  the  religious 
ield  have  taken  their  doctorates  from  England, 
jermany,  Belgium,  Italy,  US\  and  Canada  He 

s  perhaps  the  first  one  who  attempts  for  a  Ph.D. 
rom  Australia. 

Onam  is  an  important  festival  celebrated  in 
Cerala  without  any  discrimination  of  caste  or 
olour.  The  Kerala  Association  of  Sydney  was 
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busy  arranging  Kerala  boat  song  and  such  typi¬ 
cal  Kerala  programmes  to  celebrate  this  festival 

of  Onam  Such  cultural  events  help  the  people 

from  Kerala,  whether  Muslims,  Christians,  or 
Hindus,  to  come  together  and  feel  proud  that 
they  are  Keralites. 

Although  everybody  is  busy,  they  take  real 
interest  to  organize  some  such  cultural  program¬ 
mes  so  that  they  can  keep  their  identity  in  this 
multiethnic  country.  Since  such  events  are  rare, 
most  of  the  people  try  to  take  advantage  of  it. 
Although  all  people  may  not  have  the  interest  or 
•time  to  organize  such  events,  many  people  find 
time  to  participate  in  it. 

Sydney  has  more  Kerala  Christians  than 
Melbourne.  Although  Melbourne  has  one 

Orthodox  priest  from  Kerala,  Sydney  has  no 
Orthodox  priest.  The  Mar  Thoma  Syrian  Church 

has  more  families  in  Sydney  than  in  Melbourne. 
They  have  no  priests  any  where  in  Australia 
The  Roman  Catholics  have  one  priest  engaged 
in  some  missionary  society  in  Sydney  who 

conducts  regular  services  in  Malayalam  language 
in  Sydney.  As  a  whole  I  feel  the  Roman 
Catholics  are  not  so  linguistic  conscious  as  the 
non-Catholic  Christians  in  Kerala. 
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I  was  surprised  to  receive  a  telephone  call 
'om  Mr.  PN  Thomas  Mathai.  He  told  me  that 
is  wife  was  my  neighbour  in  Trichur.  It  was  a 
leasant  surprise  that  his  mother  -  in  -  law  Mrs. 
ity  Joseph  talked  to  me  over  the  telephone  and 
nquired  about  my  mother  who  was  her  good 
aend.  I  was  invited  to  have  dinner  in  their 
ome  and  many  friends  from  Kerala  state  living 
1  Sydney  were  invited  for  that  dinner.  I  cracked 
)rne  jokes  and  spoke  from  the  Bible  and  ate  a 
sarty  Kerala  meal.  It  was  indeed  like  a  little 
erala  in  Sydney.  What  a  surprise  to  hear  from 
le  grand  children  of  Mrs.  Tity  Joseph  that  they 
ad  heard  me  preach  in  Kottayam  some  years 
go.  Although  I  do  not  remember  many  people 
ho  listen  to  my  sermons  in  various  parts  of  the 
orld,  there  are  thousands  of  people  who 
^member  me  and  my  preaching,  and  to  my 
arprise,  even  my  singing,  in  many  Bible  Conven- 
ons.  My  singing  is  rated  much  lower  than  the 
verage! 

Dr.  K.  V  Ittimani  and  his  wife  are  working 
1  Sydney.  While  I  was  at  the  Christian  Medical 
ollege,  Vellore,  India  I  was  told  that  this  doctor 
)up!e  who  were  working  in  Vellore  were  work- 
ig  in  Sydney.  Since  I  knew  very  well  his  elder 
rother  Advocate  K.  V.  Tharu,  living  in  Trichur, 
was  happy  to  meet  this  doctor  couple  in  Sydney. 
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Although  there  were  none  from  my  Indian  Church 
in  Sydney  it  was  suggested  that  I  should  conduct 
an  ecumenical  worship  for  the  Christians  inKerala 
on  a  Sunday.  Finally  I  got  a  Sunday  free  on  23rd 
August  after  attending  the  Coptic  Orthodox  ser¬ 
vice.  Despite  the  short  notice  my  f riend  the  Revd. 
George  Oomen  doing  his  Ph.  D.  in  the  Sydney 
University  and  Mr.  K.  C.  Abraham,  an  active  Mar 
Thoma  Church  member,  succeeded  in  arranging  a 
service  and  a  pot  luck  lunch  for  the  Sunday  23rd. 
Several  families  brought  rice  and  curry  and  other 
Kerala  delicacies  and  ate  our  lunch  after  the 
service  in  the  Uniting  Church.  We  had  sung  songs 
in  Malayalam.  I  was  requested  to  preach  in 
Malayalam.  I  switched  to  English  occasionally 
realising  the  fact  that  some  of  the  children  born 
in  Sydney  did  not  understand  their  mother's 
tongue,  Malayalam.  We  had  made  arrangements 
to  make  copies  of  the  Malayalam  songs  in 
Roman  script  so  that  the  youngsters  who  could 
not  read  Malayalam  script  could  sing  along  with 
iheir  parents  which  their  grand  parents  were 
singing  in  Kerala. 

The  members  who  attended  that  service 
belonged  to  the  Orthodox  Syrian  Church,  Mar 
Thoma  Syrian  Church,  the  Church  of  South 
India  and  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  One  man 
appeared  to  be  familiar  to  me  and  I  asked  him 
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lether  we  had  met  anywhere  any  time.  He 
id  “no.”  Then  1  said  even  when,  you  said 
10”  your  sound  and  smile  again  reminds  me  of 
ore  familiar  face  which  1  cannot  easily  recall, 
hen  I  asked  where  he  came  from  he  replied 
Ueppey.”  Then  he  repeated  that  he  never 
lew  me.  1  believed  him  but  I  added  that  your 
atnd  and  smile  is  exactly  like  my  Seminary  mate 
e  Rev.  John  John  of  the  Mar  Thoma  Church, 
lien  we  both  knew  at  once  the  mystery  of  my 
(parent  familiarity.  He  is  the  brother  of  the 
evd.  John  John.  It  is  a  mystery  that  some 
others  look  so  much  alike  not  only  in  physical 
atures  but  also  in  mannerisms,  sound  and 
lile. 

Dr.  T.  V  Philip,  a  layman  of  the  Mar  Thoma 
rrian  Church  in  Kerala,  was  the  professor  of 
liurch  History  at  United  Theological  College  in 
mgilore.  He  was  my  guide  while  I  was  doing 
search  for  my  D.  Th.  degree  it  nBangalore. 
fter  serving  as  the  director  of  Research  at 
irampore  near  Calcutta,  he  went  to  Australia, 
fter  teaching  at  Adelaide  now  he  teaches  at  the 
rinity  Theological  College  in  Brisbane, 
lthough  I  very  much  wished  to  meet  'him 
will  have  to  travel  about  700  Kilometers  in 
"der  to  meet  him.  When  1  was  flying  into 
ustralia  we  had  a  stop  over  of  about  two  hours 
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but  we  were  not  allowed  to  get  out,  as  we  wei 
passengers  in  transit  in  the  international  fligh 
From  Sydney  I  telephoned  to  Professor  Phil 
and  expressed  a  wish  to  meet  him  in  the  ne; 
trip.  Sometimes  during  one  trip  we  want  t 
visit  so  many  places  and  meet  with  so  mar 
friends.  It  is  impossible  to  do  so.  Later  th 
January  I  met  him  when  he  came  as  a  visit  in 
Professor  at  the  united  Theological  College. 


CHAPTER  7 


departure  from  Australia 

* 

25  August  1987  was  a  Tuesday  morning  in 
dney.  In  the  morning  I  rang  up  the  Revd. 
lomas  Mathew  in  Singapore  who  was  to  meet 
i  at  Singapore  the  same  evening.  He  said  that 
already  knew  that  I  was  coming  in  that  flight 
he  checked  the  AIR  INDIA  in  Singapore 
fice  early.  He  told  me  that  he  was  coming  to 
e  airport  that  -  evening  to  see  off  the  Mar 

loma  Bishop  Dr.  Joseph  Mar  Irenaeus.  Then 
would  return  home  after  picking  me  up,  a 
shop  after  another.  Kerala  state  must  have 
;nty  of  bishops  travelling  around  the  world 
the  time.  I  recall  the  remark  one  foreigner 
ade  about  Kerala  state  in  India,  “It  is  a  state 
th  plenty  of  bishops  and  coconut  trees.” 

f 

After  the  telephone  call  I  spent  time  around 
e  house  of  Professor  Ebied  and  few  photo- 
aps  were  taken  around  his  swimming  pool  and 
lvania  Waters  near  Captain  Cook’s  bridge, 
s  asked  me  to  bless  his  house  sprinkling 
e  water.  I  prayed  inSyriac  as  some  words 
e  similar  to  his  mother  tongue  Arabic. 

Before  departing  from  Australia,  I  wanted 
get  some  idea  about  the  people  and  their 
oblems  through  the  TV  and  the  newspaper. 
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T  y  News 

i ' 

Three  children  aged  between  6  and  7  ransackei 
an  school  near  Sydney. 

Police  cannot  charge  them  as  they  are  below  th 
punishable  age. 

School  will  punish  them,  as  people  want  sue' 
vandalism  to  vanish 

The  mother  has  already  punished  the  thre 
children.  > 

Another  TV  news  that  attracted  my  attentio 
was  that  the  Members  of  Parliament  will  get  12' 

pay  rise. 

11.7%  to  get  to  1982  position.  Parliamentarian 
complain  that  they  get  less  than  in  other 
professions. 

An  M.  P.,  a  Cancer  specialist,  says,  he  gets  hal 
of  what  he  was  getting  as  a  doctor. 

Another  news  was  that  some  bus  passenger 

travelling  without  ticket  were  caught.  $200  fim 
every  time  one  is  caught.  I  mused  that  Indii 

too  can  curb  the  number  of  ticketless  traveller: 
in  buses  and  trains,  if  such,  heavy  fines  an 

imposed. 

The  news  about  the  sixteen  innocent  peopk 
killed  in  Hungerford,  U.  K.  was  shocking. 

Newspaper 

(1)  There  was  just  one  article  about  Indi? 
in  the  newspaper  of  August  25.  The  three  columr 
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leading  reads  as  follows:  “An  unidentified 
;orpse,  a  few  rupees,  and  life  goes  on.’’  It  was 
vritten  by  Anirudha  Mookerjee  from  New  Delhi, 
t  has  the  photo  of  the  corpse  carrier  Mollaji 
k'ith  his  blind  wife  and  daughter,  on  the  streets 
»f  New  Delhi.  This  family  is  seen  listening  to 
tape  recorder  cum  radio.  The  last  line  of  the 
r tide  states  “Delhi’s  population  of  about  seven 
lillion  produces  more  than  100  unidentified 
>odies  every  day.”  I  am  shocked  to  know  that 
here  are  100  unidentified  corpses  daily  in  Delhi, 
t  is  a  Reuter  copyrighted  article  and  perhaps  a 
orrect  report.  Daily  I  read  newspapers  in  India 
nd  very  rarely  I  used  to  come  across  the  news 
f  an  unidentified  corpse.  Perhaps  we  know 
tore  about  India  when  we  go  out  of  India!? 

(2)  There  was  a  cartoon  with  two  people; 
no  is  totally  blind  and  ihe  other  is  blind  in  one 
ye.  The  title  of  the  cartoon  is  Spot  the  Journalist. 
robably  the  man  with  one  eye  is  the  journalist! 

Section  over,  Hawke  backs  pay  rise  for  MPs. 
1.7%  is  the  catch-up  pay  rise. 

■ob  Hawke  is  the  Prime  Minister  of  Australia 
'ho  was  re-elected  for  a  third  term. 

“Battle  ahead  for  women’s  ordination”  was 
ie  title  of  the  article  in  the  Sydney  Morning 
Jerald  of  August  25,  the  front  page  news 


Australian  Assyrians 


94 

#' 

regarding  the  ordination  of  women  in  the 
Anglican  Church  in  Australia  The  second  read¬ 
ing  of  this  new  bill  to  ordain  women  was  passed 
on  24th  August  with  the  simple  majority  vote  of 
laity  61-30,  clergy  58-34,  bishops  15-8.  The  third 
and  final  reading  was  scheduled  for  25  Aug  and 
a  two-thirds  majority  was  required  to  make  it  a 
law  in  the  Anglican  General  Synod. 

Bishop  Owen  Dowling  of  Canberra  and 
Gowlburn  demanded  that  the  bill  should  be 
passed.  He  said,  “Nothing  in  anything  that  He 
(Jesus)  did  or  said  implied  that  it  would  be 
wrong  to  have  women  in  the  ministerial  role 
which  we  are  seeking  for  them  today.” 

Women  campaigned  for  more  votes  from 
the  Bishops  and  clergy  in  favour  of  the  ordina¬ 
tion  of  women.  They  estimate  that  they  are 

short  of  the  one  bishop  and  two  clergy  to  obtain 
a  two-third  vote.  One  woman  supporter  said 

half  seriously:  Take  them  on  the  town,  pinch  their 
trousers,  then  they  can’t  vote.”  What  a 

clever  plan!  The  politicians  in  India,  when  they 
• 

*ssue  a  whip  before  important  voting,  must  be 
careful  to  make  sure  some  opponents  do  not  pinch 

their  clothes  on  the  way  to  the  Parliament!. 

•0 

The  Archbishop  of  Sydney,  the  Most 
Rev,  Donald  Robinson  said  the  ordination  of 
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vomen  involved  a  clear  departure  from  the 
:ommands  and  discipline  of  Christ.  We  always 
hought  our  constitution  bound  us  to  that  - 
incertaninty  has  been  cast  by  the  decision  of  the 
Appellate  Tribunal,  but  if  the  constitution  does 
tot  pledge  us  to  it  (a  male-only  ordained 
ninistry),  then  for  many  of  us  our  basic  Christ- 
an  committment  passed,  the  Archbishop  thought 
That  many  of  us  would  be  forced  out  of  the 

Anglican  Church  of  Australia  altogether." 

* 

There  was  a  cartoon  about  the  ordination 
if  women.  The  woman  priest  on  the  pulpit, 
two  male  priests  facing  her  and  saying  “We 
lave  compromised!  You’re  allowed  in  the  pulpit 

.  . as  long  as 

'ou  don’t  say  anything  ”  The  cartoonist  perhaps 
hinks  that  women  talk  more  than  men! 

Realising  that  such  a  issue  can  come  up  in 
ny  Church  in  not  too  distant  future,  I  was 
:urious  to  know  the  final  outcome  of  the  voting, 
fhe  women  ordination  supporters  could  not  get 
he  two  clergy  votes  required  for  a  two  third 
najority.  Perhaps  the  woman  enthusiasts  could 
lot  pinch  the  trousers  of  the  clergy  as  threatened, 
f  they  did,  the  clergy  would  have  still  appeared 
n  the  Church  Assembly  even  in  their  under 
:lothes.  Their  determination  to  keep  the  women 
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out  from  ordination  would  compel  them  for 
such  a  visual  stand! 

SCAM  (Sydney  Citizens  against  the  Mono  rail) 
told  the  protesters  “we  will  only  be  successful 
when  the  monorail  is  pulled  down  —there  is  no 
compromise.  Liberal  party  is  trying  to  stop  the 
monorail,  in  Sydney  The  Sydney  Morning 
Herald  of  August  24  wrote  an  editorial  that 
criticising  the  Liberal  Party’s  opposition  against 
the  monorail,  for  which  half  of  the  work  was 
already  completed.  Next  ye-ar  it  will  be  in 
action.  Passengers  can  easily  travel  from 
Darling  Harbour  to  Town  Hall  and  Central 
Station.  The  monorail  will  also  connect  the 
commuters  to  Central  Business  District  and 
Queen  Victoria  Building.  This  opposition  is 
against  this  route.  The  protesters  want  to  re¬ 
route  the  monorail  so  that  it  no  longer  runs 
thiough  the  middle  of  the  city. 

Monorail  is  not  on  the  ground.  It  is  over 
the  roads,  up  in  the  air. 

Depature  from  Australia  was  pleasant. 
Professor  Ebied  and  his  wife  Isis  took  me  to  the 
airport.  At  the  place  of  opening  bags  Mrs. 
Ebied  saw  her  relative  on  duty.  She  went  and 
called  Mr.  Philip,  the  head  of  security  in  the  air 


istralian  Assyrians 


97 


j 

>rt  whom  we  had  met  at  the  Egyptian  baptism 
rty  on  Sunday,  Mr.  Philip  took  me  to  the 
I,  P.  room  at  the  Air  India.  Since  I  do  not 
ink  alcoholic  drinks,  he  gave  us  the  soft  drink 
ch  as  lemonade.  Air  India  office  at  the  airport 
s  such  hospitality  facilities. 

Mr.  Philip  carried  my  baggage  down  and 
me  back  with  the  boarding  pass.  Instead  of 
e  Economy  Class,  he  had  brought  me  an 
ecutive  Class,  another  V.I.P.  treatment.  Last 
:ek  I  was  trying  to  get  a  seat  in  this  flight  and 
e  travel  Agent  had  said  that  it  was  not  possible 
get  a  seat  in  this  flight.  Now  I  have  the  seat 
d  more  than  that  God  is  kind  enough  to  those 
to  honour  him. 

When  1  said  good  bye  to  Australia,  the 
unigration  officer  was  kind  and  courteous.  He 

ked  me  whether  I  enjoyed  my  trip  and  whether 
would  come  back  to  Australia.  I  had  no 
oice  except  to  say  “yes”.  And  it  was  a  sincere 
res  . 
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Singapore 


In  the  Executive  Class  in  the  Air  India  flight 
from  Sydney  to  Singapore  there  were  only  five 
passengers  in  the  48  seats  or  sp.  I  was  the  only 
one  in  the  first  row.  When  asked,  one  of  the 
stewards  replied  that  occasionally  it  is  empty 
like  this.  I  wonder  how  Air  India  can  afford  to 
fly  like  this  with  so  many  vacant  seats.  There 
is  stiff  competition  in  the  Singapore  Australia 
routes.  There  are  a  lot  of  flights  in  this  route.- 
Singapore  Airlines  has  a  good  reputation.  We 
Indians  should  prefer  Air  India.  But  it  is  not 
always  true.  Some  airlines  give  reduction  in 
rates  in  order  to  stay  in  business-  It  is  not 
official,  but  unofficially  reductions  are  made  in 
the  ticket  fare. 

When  I  reached  Singapore  in  the  same 
evening  the  Revd.  Thomas  Mathew  and  his 
wife  were  there  waiting  for  me  after  seeing  off 
their  bishop  Dr.  Joseph  Mar  Irenaeus.  He  took 
me  to  his  parsonage.  Before  leaving  the  airport 
two  young  ladies,  who  are  airport  staff,  greeted 
us.  They  are  members  of  the  Mar  Thoma 
Church.  These  young  girls  whose  parents  left 
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Cerala  for  Singapore  are  part  of  the 
singaporeans.  They  cannot  be  technically 
lescribed  as  Kerala  girls.  But  within  a  few 
ninutes  you  will  recognize  that  their  roots  go 
>ack  to  Kerala.  After  work  at  the  airports  at 
ate  night  they  go  home.  Their  schooling  and 
ip-bringing  in  Singapore  give  them  that  extra 
ourage,  which  their  cousins  in  Kerala  may  not 
>e  able  to  have. 

Before  going  to  bed  the  Revd.  Thomas 
Mathew  told  me  that  I  had  to  decide  whether 
should  leave  the  next  day  or  stay  for  3  days, 
because  there  was  one  seat  for  the  flight  on  the 

iext  day.  Then  there  are  no  flights  for  Thurs- 
lay  &  Friday.  I  could  go  only  on  Saturday 

vhich  means  that  I  will  not  reach  Trichur  for 
lunday  morning  service.  I  could  fly  from 
Madras  to  Cochin  on  Sunday  noon.  But  I  was 
o  preside  over  a  meeting  in  Trichur  on  Saturday 
fternoon  where  the  ministers  from  the  Kerala 
;overnment  were  attending.  Then  I  decided  to 
educe  my  Singapore  stay  to  one  day  instead  of 
hree  days. 

After  a  comfortable  sleep  when  I  got  up  the 
iext  day  the  Revd.  Thomas  Mathew  told  me 

hat  he  has  already  confirmed  my  seat  in  the 
light  and  1  had  the  whole  day  at  my  disposal  to 

ee  the  city  of  Singapore.  He  telephoned  to 
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some,  finally  one  Kerala  friend  came  in  his  car 
to  take  us  around.  Since  the  city  drive  is  crow¬ 
ded,  my  host  was  not  confident  to  drive  himself. 
That  is  the  reason  why  he  got  his  friend  to  come. 

We  are  only  three.  Upto  10  a.  m.  we  need 
a  pass  if  we  drive  a  car  in  the  crowded  area  of 
the  city  with  less  than  four  passengers  including 
the  driver.  We  were  only  three.  Since  the 
priest’s  wife  had  to  cook  lunch  for  us,  she  stayed 
back.  We  waited  for  the  peak  hours  to  be  over. 
Then  we  went  through  the  beautiful  city. 

St.  Thomas  School  is  run  by  the  Mar  Thoma 
Syrian  Church.  We  went  to  visit  that  school 
which  costs  about  seven  million  rupees  or 
Singapore  dollars,  I  do  not  remember.  The  old 
school  was  sold  for  1 .7  million  and  this  school 
costing  7  million  is  given  to  the  Church  to  run. 
The  difference  between  1.7  million  and  7  million 
is  considerable.  The  Church  cannot  pay  such  a 
huge  amount.  Still  they  are  hoping  for  the  sub¬ 
sidy  from  the  government  to  pay  for  this  school 

building.  There  are  only  very  few  students  from 
the  Mar  Thoma  Church.  Almost  all  the  students 
are  Chinese  and  Malays.  Among  the  staff  there 
are  a  few  members  of  the  Church.  The  Princi¬ 
pal  is  also  a  member  of  the  Church  actually  on 
deputation  from  the  government  service. 
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The  spacious  buildings  of  the  school  are 
used  for  the  Mar  Thoma  Youth  Conference 
which  is  held  alternately  in  Singapore  and 
Malaysia.  The  government  is  not  against 
Christians.  There  are  many  conversions  from 
ion-religious  people  to  Christianity.  Although 
evangelical  groups  are  gaining  the  favour  of  the- 
government  some  Catholics  and  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  bodies  are  accused  of 
supporting  communism! 

Singapore  Prime  Minister  Lee  Kuan  Yew 
warned  religious  bodies  not  to  interfere  in 
politics. 

He  recalled  the  arrest  of  22  people,  including 
>evera<I  Church  workers,  in  May  and  June.  They 
were  charged  with  conspiring  to  set  up  a 
communist  state.  (Seven  of  the  22  have  been 
•eleased.)  The  Prime  Minister  called  it  “unsual 

tnd  significant . that  these  Marxists  found  the 

Catholic  Church  a  good  cover  to  hide  behind  an 
mexpected  development.” 

In  his  National  Day  speech  in  1987,  the 
Yime  Minister  also  referred  to  the  “important 
ole”  of  religion  in  Singapore.  It  has,  he  said, 
‘helped  many  Singaporeans  to  keep  their  bearing 
n  the  midst  of  rapid  change  in  their  lives.”  He 
aid  that  “to  keep  this  happy  state  of  affairs, 
eligion  must  not  get  mixed  up  in  politics.” 

Of  the  2.6  million  Singaporeans,  about  30% 
re  counted  as  Taoist,  25%  Buddhist,  l6%Muslim, 
2%  “non-religious,”  10%  Christians,  3  percent 
lindu.  The  percentage  of  Christians  is  likely  to 
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increase.  The  government  does  not  seem  to  object 
such  conversions  as  long  as  they  are  loyal  to  the 
government. 

In  December  1987,  the  office  of  the  Christ¬ 
ian  Conference  of  Asia  (regional  body  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches)  was  raided  and 
documents  were  seized.  The  CCA  was  accused 

of  supporting  Communists. 

% 

The  Singapore  government  has  given  permis¬ 
sion  to  hold  an  international  conf erence  in  World 
Trade  Center  building  in  Singapore  on  11-20 
July,  1989.  About  5,000  Christian  leaders  from 
all  over  world  will  be  attending  this  conference 
to  be  led  by  evangelical  leaders  like  Dr.  Billy 
Graham,  Leighton  Ford  and  others. 

The  government  granted  permission  for  the 

registration  of  the  Lausanne  Committee  for 
world  Evangelisation  international  Committee 
office  on  23  December  1987.  This  Committe  has 

already  set  up  their  office  in  the  12th  floor  of 
the  World  Trade  Centre.  When  one  Christian 
body  like  LCWE  gets  approval  for  a  new  office 

in  Singapore,  the  World  Council  of  Churches 

and  such  “non-evangelical”  bodies  are  making 
vociferous  protests  against  the  closure  of  the 

CCA  office  in  Singapore.  Therefore  it  will  be 
unfair  to  conclude  that  the  Singapore  government 

is  anti-Christian.  It  is  simply  against  Pro-Left 
Christian  activities  or  civil  rights  movements. 
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As  a  whole  Christians  are  ahead  of  other 
sligions  in  educational  and  social  background, 
he  education  of  the  people  of  Protestant 
Christians  is  200%  to  500%  better  than  that  of 
is  population  as  a  whole. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Singapore  is  fast 
rogressing  There  are  no  strikes  in  educational 
istitutions  and  factories.  All  the  citizens  of 
ingapore  want  the  progress  of  their  country, 
am  told  the  standard  of  medical  facilities  in 
ingapore  is  superb.  When  I  heard  this  I 
tiought  I  would  prefer  to  go  to  hospital  in 
ingapore  rather  than  in  other  countries.  Then 
changed  my  mind  when  I  heard  that  the 
ledical  bills  will  be  as  high  as  the  tall  buildings 
een  in  plenty  there.  About  the  excellence  of 
ingapore  the  following  report  appeared  in  The 
’ traits  Times,  dated  29  August  87  is  informative. 

• 

“Singapore  workers  have  repeatedly 
come  out  tops  in  an  international  work¬ 
force  survey;  Singapore  Airlines  is  a  top 
airline;  Singapore's  port  is  the  world’s 
busiest;  and  The  Sunday  Times  recently 
had  the  unusual  distinction  of  being  too 
good  to  win  an  international  newspaper 

award _ Singapore  chiefs  own  three  gold 

medals  in  the  1987  World  Culinary  Arts 
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Festival  in  Vancouver  last  month; 
Singapore’s  law  under-graduates  have  been 
winning  international  moot  contests  in 
the  United  States;  and  Singapore  artists 
are  increasingly  gaining  international 
recognition.” 

And  the  Oriental  Singers  have  added 
another  feather  to  our  nation’s  cap.  They 
were  presented  with  a  Guinness  Book  of 
Records  certificate  for  setting  a  world 
record  when  they  sang  for  74  hours  and 
5  minutes  at  the  Marina  square  Christmas 
Cheer  ’86.” 

* 

In  the  flight  to  Singapore  the  old  man  on 
niy  left  and  the  young  man  on  my  right  did  not 
know  English  enough  to  fill  in  the  disembark¬ 
ation  card.  I  filled  it  up  for  them.  It  was  easy 
to  do  it  for  the  young  man  as  he  knew  my  mother 
tongue,  Malayalam.  But  the  old  man  spoke 
Malay  and  not  Malayalam.  So  it  was  difficult 
for  me  to  get  all  the  information  to  be  filled  in 
addition  to  what  was  available  in  his  passport. 

Later  in  my  flight  out  Singapore  there  was 
a  young  man  seated  near  me.  He  could  not 
understand  English.  The  air  hostess  also  did 
not  know  his  language.  He  spoke  either 
Chinese  or  Korean  language.  Finally  the  crew 
was  able  to  find  one  air  hostess  who  knew  the 
language  of  this  passenger  and  helped  him,  fill 
in  the  disembarkation  card. 


CHAPTER  8 


CONCLUSION 


When  I  reached  the  Madras  airport  at 
Inight  I  managed  to  *walk  through  the 
en  channel.  I  showed  the  Customs  officials 
bill  of  my  National  3-band  radio  cum  tape 
order  as  well  as  the  small  Casio  electronic 
an.  The  cost  of  both  these  instruments  were, 
s  than  one  hundred  US  dollars  or  Rs.  1,300 
mitted  by  the  Indian  Customs  authorities. 

When  I  came  out  of  the  airport  I  knew  that  it 
s  not  easy  to  reach  the  house  of  the  priest  of 
Church  Fr.  K.  J.  Jose  in  Madras.  It  is  a  little 
:  of  the  way.  Therefore  the  taximen  began  to 
nand  Rs.  150  I  know  it  would  cost  only  50 
50  during  day  time  or  I  could  make  it  for 
s  than  Rs.  2  by  bus.  Since  it  was  midnight 
1  being  a  passenger  from  Singapore  there  is  a 
lger  of  robbery  during  that  most  unholy  hour, 
e  old  taximan  offered  to  take  me  for  Rs.  90 
jcepted  his  offer  and  paid  him  Rs.  100f  as  I 
I  not  get  change  for  a  100  rupee  note. 

From  Madras  I  took  train  to  Trichur  the 

lowing  evening.  A  lot  of  activities  were  waiting 
*14 
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for  my  attention.  That  in  the  reason  why  I  rushed 
without  seeing  much  of  Singapore.  I  do  hope 
to  participate  in  an  international  conference  on 
evangelism. 

As  soon  as  I  got  to  Trichur  I  started  to  write 
this  book.  It  was  my  intention  to  complete  this 
bock  before  December  1987.  Now  as  I  write 
this  last  chapter  in  April  1988  I  realise  that  it  is 
not  easy  to  as  per  my  ambition  of  writing  two 
books  every  year.  Moreover  I  realise  that  such 
writing  in  a  hurry  and  rushing  to  the  printers  pari 
by  part  does  reduce  the  quality  of  the  work.  It  is 
my  first  draft  that  goes  to  the  printer  instead  of  a 
revised  and  polished  work. 

One  thing  is  clear.  Whenever  1  read  anything 
about  Australia  and  Singapore  now  I  get  a  better 
perception.  I  have  interest  in  it*  There  is  more 
interest  in  me  now  to  read  books  and  articles  aboul 
Australia,  and  Singapore  I  do  hope  that  I  will  go 
to  these  countries  again,  perhaps  not  in  1988,  but 
in  1989. 

I  have  met  many  new  friends.  But  it  becomes 
increasingly  difficult  to  keep  correspondence  with 
all  the  new  friends.  Some  of  those  friends  may 
read  this  book  and  will  forgive  me  for  my  silence, 
as  they  would  realise  that  I  would  be  writing 
another  book  as  this  travelogue  is  finished. 
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Although  I  am  anticipating  a  trip  to  the  USA, 
lgland,  Holland  &  Belgium  in  August  this  year, 
doubt  very  much  whether  I  will  venture  into 
riting  even  an  article,  not  to  mention  about  a 

)ok.  My  friends  jokingly  asked  me  whether  the 
:le  of  that  book  will  be  America  Re-Revisited 
;  l  had  already  written  America  Revisited  in  1977. 
fithout  speculating  further  on  my  future  adven- 
res  I  cut  short  in  order  to  get  this  book  pub- 
shed  with  further  delay 

Australian's  Wimbledon  Tennis  Champion 
3t  Cash  was  in  the  news  in  India.  His  photo- 
aphs  appeared  in  many  Indian  regional  language 
swspapers  also.  As  I  was  concluding  the  writing 
this  book  Indian  Express,  dated  5  April,  1988 
is  the  following  interesting  news  about  Pat 
ash.  It  is  about  the  40th  anniversary  celebrations 
:  the  World  Health  Organization  which  success- 
illy  eradicated  small  pox  and  is  now  struggling 
)  save  the  world  from  the  evils  of  the  tobacco 
noking.  Pat  Cash  is  one  of  the  forty  people 
ound  the  world  who  are  selected  for  receiving 
le  medals  from  the  W.  H.  0  Although  I  am  not 
tennis  fan,  I  am  all  for  efforts  to  create  a  ''No 
ibacco  World. "  Tobacco  is  simply  injurious  to 
ealth,  say  the  doctors  and  they  know  it,  although 
)me  of  those  doctors  do  not  behave  as  if  they 
lean  it.  The  newspaper  informs  us: 
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Tennis  star  Pat  Cash  will  receive  his  meda| 
from  WHO  Director-General  Dr.  Halfdan 
Miahler  who  will  be  in  Adelaide,  Australia,  for 
an  international  health  conference,  a  WHO 

official  said.  Other  Australian  medalists  are 
Graeme  O'Neil  and  Fiona  Harari  of  the  Mel¬ 
bourne  Age  newspaper,  who  wrote  a  series  of 
articles  that  the  WHO  said  contributed  largely 
to  adoption  by  the  Victoria  State  Parliament 
of  the  legislation  restricting  tobacco  pro¬ 
motion  and  advertising. 

I  am  an  optimist  who  hopes  that  I  will  be  able 
to  visit  Australia,  USA  and  such  affluent  countries 
without  the  menace  of  smoking.  This  should 
improve  the  health  of  those  people  considerably. 
Even  now  I  believe  that  the  people  in  Australia 
are  healtheir  by  the  fresh  air  they  breathe  and  the 
good  milk  they  drink.  I  am  not  sure  whether  I 
I  will  be  able  to  see  my  country  India  free  from 
smoking.  Many  poor  people  become  sick  by 
smoking,  he  need  for  more  hospitals  will  dis¬ 
appear  when  more  people  give  up  smoking. 

In  conclusion  it  must  be  stated  that  this  book 
as  a  modest  attempt  to  carry  the  readers  with  me 
to  the  places  of  interest  in  Australia  and  Singa¬ 
pore.  It  is  an  ordinary  book  for  ordinary  readers 
written  by  an  ordinary  author! 
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Before  concluding  this  book  I  must  thank  the 
ncient  Church  of  the  East  in  Melbourne  which 
3id  for  my  travel  and  took  care  of  my  hospitality. 
iey  made  me  feel  at  home.  In  addition  to  the 
ssyrians  in  Melbourne  and  Sydney,  there  are 
dians,  Egyptians,  Lebanese,  Australians  etc 
hose  warm  friendship  I  have  enjoyed  in  this  trip. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  thank 
n.  C  K.  Yohannan,  Manager  of  the  Mar  Narsai 
ess  who  published  this  my  29th  book.  My 
atitude  is  to  those  who  helped  me  in  typing  and 
erecting  this  manuscript.  The  readers  in  India 
id  abroad  who  often  encourage  me  to  write 
3oks  also  deserve  me  heartfelt  thanks.  Hope  all 
y  readers  have  enjoyed  this  travelogue. 


PHOTOS  IN  NEXT  PAGES 


1.  Arrival  at  Melbourne  airport  on  6  August  87, 

>  f 

Left  to  Right  Mr.  John  Khoury,  President 
of  the  Committee,  Mar  Aprem,  Fr.  K.  Thoma., 
priest  at  Melbourne. 

2.  Reception  to  the  Patriarch  and  the  Metro¬ 
politan  on  7th  August.  Patriarch  Mar  Adhai  li 
releases  the  book  "Mar  Abdisho  Thondanaf' 
written  by  Dr.  Mar  Aprem  Metropolitan,  by 
presenting  a  copy  to  Dr.  William  Gorfine 
of  the  Uniting  Church  in  Melbourne.  Next 
to  Dr.  Gorfine  is  Mr.  George  Stavrapolos 

from  the  Immigration  Department  in  Mel¬ 
bourne. 

3.  Gurbana  St.  Andrews  Church  in  Melbourne 
9th  August.  Left  to  Right,  Deacon  Narsai. 
Fr.  K.  Thoma,  Dr.  Mar  Aprem,  Patriarch 
Mar  Adhai  II.  Deacon  Sorgon  Haddad. 

4.  Breakfast  at  Church  hall  on  9th  August.  Left 
to  Right  Dr.  Gorfine,  Dr.  Mar  Aprem, 
Fr.  K.  Thoma,  Patriarch  Mar  Adhai  II, 
Fr.  Nestoris,  Rev.  Wali  Johnson. 

h.  Fr.  Dr.  P.  K.  Zachariah  of  the  Indian  Orthodox 
Church  in  Melbourne  with  Mar  Aprem 
Mr.  Michael  lyar,  secretary  of  the  Melbourne 
parish  looks  on. 
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In  the  house  of  John  Khoury  Left  to  Right 
Mar  Aprem,  Mr.  Aprem  Haddad,  Patriarch 
Mar  Adhai,  Mr.  Anwar. 

Mr.  Wilson  Haddad  listens  as  the  Patriarch 
Mar  Adhai  enjoys  Mar  Aprem  singing  from 
his  recent  book  "Behold  the  Cross  of  Calvary 
in  103  languages/' 

Patriarch  and  the  Metropolitan  entering  the 
house  of  Mr.  John  Khoury  where  they  spent 
first  few  days  in  Australia. 

Family  of  the  priest  Fr.  K.  Thoma  where 
Dr.  Mar  Aprem  stayed  for  the  final  week  of 
his  stay  in  Melbourne.  Left  to  Right.  Isaac, 

> 

James,  Mar  Aprem,  Sandra,  Mrs.  Thania 
Thoma,  Martin. 

• 

.  Queen  Victoria  Museum  in  Melbourne.  Left 
to  Right  Yohannan,  Fr.  Thoma,  Mar  Aprem 
and  Mr:  Aprem. 

.  Mar  Aprem  and  Fr.  Nestorius  of  Bagdad, 
Iraq  with  a  stuffed  tiger  in  the  Museum. 

.  At  Sydney  Airport  Assyrians  waiting  to 
received  the  Patriarch  and  the  Metropolitan 
on  1 1  Aug  87. 
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13.  Patriarch  talking  to  the  Assyrians  after  hi 
arrival  in  Fairfield,  Sydney.  Archdeacoi 
Kiwarkis  Yonan,  Fr.  Zouhair  Thoma,  Patri 
archal  Vicar  of  the  Catholic  Chaldeans  ii 
Australia  and  Fr.  Nestorius  from  Bagdad  ot 
11  August. 

14.  Farewell  dinner  to  the  Patriarch  Archdeacor 
Kiwarkis  Yonan  is  on  the  right  and  Archd 
eacon  Araham  Azkaroo  from  Iran  on  the  lef 
of  the  Patriarch.  On  the  extreme  Right  i: 
Mr.  lansom  Joudah:  President  of  the  Churct 
Committee  of  St.  Mary's  Church  in  Fairfield 

15.  Parishioners  (only  men,  not  women  anc 
children)  in  Sydney  who  are  followers  o 
Patriarch  Mar  Adhai. 

16.  The  seven  members  of  the  committee  of  the 
7th  group  (Shava  de  yarha)  of  the  Church  ol 
the  East  in  Sydney  Members:  Patros  Daniel 
Neesan  Yalda,  Yosip  Thoma,  Yacob  David, 
Daniel  Yocob,  Ashur  Yacob,  Yosipy  Barcho. 
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31.  Syriac  MSS  in  Trichur 
3c.  Canon  Law  of  Mar  Abdisho 

33.  Saint  Ephrem,  the  Syrian 

34.  Radio  Songs  St  Prayers 

35.  Advanced  Aramaic 

36.  Sermons  from  the  Gospels,  Vol.  II 

37.  Sermons  from  the  Epistles 
38  Voices  of  the  East 


39.  Assyrian  Fathers 
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